Why Trust Jesus?
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Do You Know Jesus Personally?

If you read no other pages beyond this one, please
make sure your answer to the questions above is, “Yes!”
It has eternal implications. http://tiny.cc/bornfree
Source: www.bobgeorge.net

Important…
• In a society where “instant” results and information are the norm,
we often run the risk of short-changing ourselves when considering
important topics.
• Where you spend eternity is THE most important topic you’ll ever
consider.
• Sadly, there are many differing thoughts and opinions about God
and spiritual matters. However, there’s only ONE TRUTH.
• The evidence contained in this presentation will provide you with
the answers you need by revealing what is true, and why.
• Your soul is important - please take the time to process this
information so that you can be certain where you’ll spend eternity.
• God loves you and desires an eternal relationship with you. But,
there’s only one way to guarantee that - God’s way. Are you ready?

4 Goals for This Series
Know Jesus (God) Personally
• Meet Him for the first time, or draw closer to him.

Confidence
• Apologetics is a powerful tool in evangelism, even when
used at its most basic level.

Motivation
• Continue to develop your Apologetics skills & use them.

Assurance
• Know with nearly 100% certainty that Christianity is the
only TRUE belief system, according to the evidence.

World Belief Systems - Which One Is True?
Is it one of these?
• Christianity
• Judaism
• Islam

Image Source: wondrouspics.com

…or one of these?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hinduism
Buddhism
New Age
Secular Humanism
Mormonism
Polytheism
Wicca
Confucianism
Taoism
Atheism

What is Apologetics?
Defending the Bible
with logic, reason &
precision based on
facts and evidence.

Apologetics: Providing the facts of Christianity.

Image Source: Apologetics Press

What Do You See?

60 seconds:
How many squares
do you see?

Source (and answer key): blogs.hbr.org

What Do You See?

60 seconds:
How many squares
do you see?

33
Sometimes, how we look at things can
negatively affect our ability to see the real truth.
Source (and answer key): blogs.hbr.org

Apologetics 101
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Does spiritual truth exist?
Does God exist?
Is the Bible God’s only true Word?
Is Jesus, God? Why is He the only way to heaven?
Common objections to Christianity (and answers).
How to live with true meaning & purpose.

Image Source: tayaradio.com

Ultimate Message of Hope
1 Peter 3:15 (ESV)
Always be prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect.
What causes people to repent is the conviction
of the Holy Spirit when we teach God’s Word.
Apologetics is designed to provide supporting
facts and reason-based evidence if needed.

Balance Truth & Love
1 Peter 3:15
Always be prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect.
Christians are trying to win souls,
not arguments.

Why Are We Studying Apologetics?
It’s estimated that 85-90% of evangelical
Christian parents in America are not equipped
to handle their kid’s questions (or doubts)
about God or spiritual issues.

Image Sources: Warrior Fitness; God Low Down

How Would You Respond?

Image Source: River Front Times

Image Source: Answers in Genesis

Christians often do a great job stating
that the Bible is true…

…but we often struggle to explain
why the Bible is true.
This is a critical difference, and one
that God expects us to know.
Image Source: Merchant Circle

4 Reasons People Reject Jesus (God)
(…and what we can do to help.)

1.
2.
3.
4.

Intellectual (Provide Evidence)
Emotional Pain / Guilt (Share God’s Love)
Never Been Asked (Share Jesus)
Conscious Choice (Pray)
By asking the right questions,
we can discover which of these
reasons applies to an individual.
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Does Truth Exist At All?

Sometimes we need to start
by stating the obvious. →
Image Source: Courier Mail Australia

Law of Non-Contradiction
Law of Non-Contradiction affirms that opposites both cannot be
true at the same time.
a. Atheism (God does not exist) vs. Theism (God does exist).
b. Truth is relative vs. truth is absolute.
c. The earth is round vs. the earth is square.
The Law of Non-Contradiction is undeniable. It’s a built-in
component of our God-given ability to rationalize and use logic.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist

Image Sources: creationoutreach.com; 123rf.com

Truth Does Exist
Truth is reality: that which describes an actual state of affairs.
Objective:
Exists whether or not we know or accept it.
Unchanging: Regardless of our beliefs or attitudes.
Universal:
True for everyone at all places and times.
Truth is knowable and always absolute (perfect).
Examples:
Laws of Physics:
Laws of Logic:
Moral Law:
Spiritual Laws:
Everyday Life:
Spiritual truth exists
and can be known.

Gravity, Thermodynamics…
Mathematics, Reasoning, Thinking…
Everyone knows right from wrong.
God, Sin, Salvation, Eternity…
Relationships, Money, Speed Limit…
Contrary beliefs are possible, but
contrary truths are not possible.

Helpful Reminder
We can’t win someone to Christ using logic and
reasoning alone. The Holy Spirit must convict a
person of their need for Jesus, and their unbelief
in Him. We should always start with the Gospel.

However, logic and reasoning (Apologetics) can be
one of the ways God convicts a person of their
need for Jesus. It’s our responsibility to provide
legitimate answers to their questions so that the
facts, evidence and truth of the Gospel are
revealed in a logical way.

Image Source: biblicalmen.com

Our Ultimate Goal
Use…
•
•
•
•

Extra-Biblical facts & evidence
God’s Word
Holy Spirit
Gentleness and respect

… to convict people of their main sin: unbelief in Jesus.
John 16:8-9: And when He (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict
the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming
judgment. The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me
(Jesus).

Image Source: esermons.com

Do We Care Enough?
Every…Single…Day…
It’s estimated that over 150,000 people die,
many having never received Jesus Christ
personally.

Image Source: Where Grace Super Abounds
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Building A Foundation First

We need to cover a few basics…

Image Sources: Random World Land; Emmanuel’s Foundation

What Is Science?

2 Types of Causes:
1. Non-intelligent
(Natural)
2. Intelligent
(Supernatural)
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source:: Phillip Martin

2 Types of Causes

Mount Rushmore
Grand Canyon
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Sources: Wikimedia Commons; travelwest.net

2 Types of Sciences

Observe. Measure. Repeat.

Interpret Evidence

Everyone has the same facts & evidence. What differs is
our interpretation. We can’t do science without philosophy.
Image Sources: Answers in Genesis, Paw Curious

Important Note: Science & Philosophy
Philosophy is simply the interpretation of facts
(i.e. evidence) made available by the scientific
method. Both believers and unbelievers have
the exact same scientific facts. Facts are
neutral. It’s the interpretation of facts and
evidence that cause differences in beliefs.
In other words, science doesn’t say anything scientists do. In fact, we can’t do science
without philosophy.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: Paw Curious

Scientific Authority
Science doesn’t have the ability or authority
to prove or disprove…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cause of life & universe
God & miracles
Historical events
Darwinian evolution (macro)
Belief systems, including Atheism
…none of these can be observed, measured,
and repeated (using the scientific method).
Image Source: Phillip Martin

Assessing the Evidence
All five of these require some level of faith
based on the available facts and evidence.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cause of life & universe
God & miracles
Historical events
Darwinian evolution (macro)
Belief systems, including Atheism

We must follow the evidence to its
most logical conclusion. 100% proof is impossible.
Image Source: eagnews.org

Various Belief Systems
Christianity
• Jesus is God: His work alone makes salvation possible (done).
All Other Religions
The major belief systems all
• Work your way to God (do).
teach opposite things. Laws
Pantheism
of logic tell us that only one
• Everything is God.
can be true, not…
Secular Humanism
• Humans are God.
Naturalism
• There is no God (universe, life, and laws self-created and evolved).
Materialism
• There is no God (only matter / energy exist - nothing supernatural).
Postmodernism
• God is whoever you want him to be (no absolute truth).
Image Source: Believing in Christ Jesus

God: 4 Main Possibilities
THEISM
• One personal God who created the universe, intervenes in it,
and sustains a personal relationship with his creatures.

DEISM
• One God who created the universe, but now is uninvolved.

PANTHEISM / POLYTHEISM
• Impersonal gods that literally ARE the universe.

ATHEISM
• The belief that no God exists. Instead, materialism and
naturalistic processes explain everything, including evolution.

Let’s find out which is true…
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Two Fundamental Origin Questions
What caused…
The Universe?
(Beginning)

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Life?
(Design)

Image Sources: NASA; Faith University

Evidence of a Theistic God
BEGINNING

Cosmological Argument

DESIGN

Teleological Argument

MORALITY

Moral Argument

MIRACLES

Supernatural Acts of God

LOGIC

Thinking, Reasoning, Intellect, etc.
Image Source: Flash Report

Where Did the Universe Come From?
Only Three Possibilities

1. Universe created itself.
2. Universe has always existed.
3. Universe was created.
Let’s take a look at the
evidence, starting with #1.

Image Source: NASA

The Origin of Matter
“The universe burst into
something from absolutely
nothing – zero, nada. And,
as it got bigger, it became
filled with even more stuff
that came from absolutely
nowhere.”
Does this make any sense?
(Discover, “Guths Grand Guess”, Vol 23, Apr. 2002, p. 35)

Anthony Kenny - English Philosopher
“According to the Big Bang Theory,
the whole matter of the universe
began to exist at a particular time in
the remote past. A proponent of
such a theory, at least if he is an
atheist, must believe that the
matter of the universe came from
nothing and by nothing.”

Image Source: radio.cz

This is illogical. From nothing, nothing comes.
(Anthony Kenny, English Philosopher, Five Ways, page 66)

Where Did the Universe Come From?
We’re Now Left With Only Two Possibilities

1. Universe created itself. (ruled out by science)
2. Universe has always existed.
3. Universe was created.
Using simple laws of logic,
we can reasonably rule out #1:
From nothing, nothing comes.
Let’s look at the evidence for
possibility #2…
Image Source: NASA

Science Has Proven…
The Universe Had a Beginning

Second Law of Thermodynamics
Universe is Expanding
Radiation Afterglow
Great Galaxy Seeds
Einstein’s Theory of General Relativity

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: mykc.school.nz

Scientific Evidence Points to God
1st and 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics
“Genesis 1:1 is the most profoundly
scientific statement ever written, with all
the systems and processes of the cosmos
uniting in asserting its truth.”
- Dr. Henry Morris, Founder of Institute for Creation Research

“No one knows why energy is conserved…”

Image Source: creationwik.org

- Dr. Isaac Asimov, Atheist, Evolutionist & Former President of the
American Humanist Association

Science has no explanation why energy is always conserved,
why entropy always increases, or from where all the matter
and energy found in the universe originated.
Image Source: npr.org

For the full article, and other free resources, visit: http://tiny.cc/genesis1
Text Source: continueinmyword.net

Where Did the Universe Come From?
We’re Left With Only One Possibility

1. Universe created itself. (ruled out by science)
2. Universe has always existed. (ruled out by science)
3. Universe was created. (requires a Creator)
Using simple laws of logic,
and the available scientific
evidence, everyone can
reasonably agree that
#3 is the only logical answer.
Image Source: NASA

US News & World Report
“In the beginning, there was no time, no
matter, not even space. Then in some
unfathomable way, a universe emerged
from a dimensionless point of pure
energy…this theory of an expanding
universe emanating from a primordial big
bang is the explanation of creation held
by nearly all scientists, for it bests fits
what they can actually observe.”
(US News & World Report, March 26, 1990, page 54)

Image Source: backissues.com

Why Is This So Important?
“Astronomers now find they have painted themselves
into a corner because they have proven, by their own
methods, that the world began abruptly in an act of
creation to which you can trace back the seeds of every
star, every planet, every living thing in this cosmos and
on the earth. And they have found that all this
happened as a product of forces they cannot hope to
discover…
…That there are what I, or anyone, would call
supernatural forces at work is now, I think, a
scientifically proven fact.”
~ Agnostic Astronomer Robert Jastrow
Image Source: NY Times

Science and Reason Point to God
“For the scientist who has lived by his faith in
the power of reason, the story ends like a
bad dream:
He has scaled the mountains of ignorance;
He is about to conquer the highest peak; As
he pulls himself over the final rock, he is
greeted by a band of theologians who have
been sitting there for centuries.”

(Robert Jastrow, God and the Astronomers, p. 116)

Image Source: NY Times

Summary: The Cosmological Argument
1. All created things have a beginning.
2. Science has proven the universe had a beginning.
3. The universe requires a Creator (or beginner).
Where Did the Universe Come From?

Visit this link to watch the video: http://tiny.cc/kalam
Text Source: Dave Sterrett

Video Source: http://www.youtube.com/user/drcraigvideos/

Two Fundamental Origin Questions
What caused…
The Universe?
(Beginning)

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Life?
(Design)

Image Sources: NASA; Faith University

Evidence of a Theistic God
BEGINNING

Cosmological Argument

DESIGN

Teleological Argument

MORALITY

Moral Argument

MIRACLES

Supernatural Acts of God

LOGIC

Thinking, Reasoning, Intellect, etc.
Image Source: Flash Report

The Anthropic Design Principle
Reveals the Fingerprint of the Creator
Study of the complexity and uniformity
(fine tuning) that are found in things such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Universe
Laws of Physics
Earth
Life
Other evidence

The universe is “fine-tuned"
to allow for life on Earth.
Image Source: facebook.com/god.is.amazing

Space Shuttle Speed
Traveling at the same speed as the space shuttle…
17,000 MPH (5 miles per second), it would take
201,450 years to travel 30 trillion miles…
to reach the NEXT star in our galaxy.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: NASA

Star Distance
The average distance between stars in our galaxy is
30 trillion miles. That exact distance is absolutely required
for earth to exist in its present life-supporting position.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: NASA

Evidence of Astronomy
“If the universe had not been
made with the most exacting
precision, we could never
have come into existence.
It is my view that these
circumstances indicate the
universe was created for man
to live in.”

Image Source: aas.org

John A. O’Keefe - Harvard Astrophysicist

Source: Lee Strobel, The Evidence for God
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Image Source: facebook.com/god.is.amazing

Fine Tuning of the Universe
If the gravitational force were altered more
than 1 part in 1040, the sun would not exist
and the moon would crash into the earth or
sheer off into space.

Visit this link to watch the video:
http://tiny.cc/finetuning

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Video Source: http://www.youtube.com/user/drcraigvideos/
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Image Source: facebook.com/god.is.amazing

Earth
The axial tilt of the earth ensures not only an optimal
temperature, but that the temperature will be normalized over
the surface of the planet. If the rotational period of the earth
were longer, the difference in temperature between night and
day would be too drastic; if shorter, atmospheric wind would
be too fast. If the Earth's gravity were stronger, the atmosphere
would retain too much ammonia and methane; if weaker, it
would lose too much water. If the earth reflected too much
sunlight, the surface temperature would cool, and extensive
glaciers would form; if it retained too much sunlight, the
atmosphere would fall into a greenhouse effect.

Text Source:
Image Source:

compellingtruth.org/anthropic-principle.html
Wikipedia

Oceans
The moon is just the right distance away from the earth to
affect the tides. If the moon were farther, the stagnant
water wouldn't be able to support plant life; if closer, the
tides would cover too much of the land. Underwater
earthquakes occur in just the right amount to disperse the
nutrients lying on the seabed without destroying too much
of the ocean life. The salinity of the ocean is also a key
characteristic; if the ocean wasn't salty, ice would form
more easily, reflecting heat back out into space and
keeping the planet in a permanent ice age.

Text Source:
Image Source:

compellingtruth.org/anthropic-principle.html
Wikipedia

Water Cycle
The Earth is situated at just the right distance from the sun
to ensure that water can exist as solid, liquid, and vapor.
Any closer, the water would boil, possibly creating a
greenhouse effect that would heat the temperature on the
surface like that of Venus. Any farther, the water would
freeze, making plant life all but impossible.

Text Source:
Image Source:

compellingtruth.org /anthropic-principle.html
Wikipedia
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How Did Life Originate?
Only Two Possibilities

1. Life created itself and evolved on its own.
2. Life was created by an intelligent being
with precision and purpose.

Image Source: Science Clarified

The Model of Darwinian Evolution
About 4.6 billion years ago,
the earth formed on its own.
• Chemicals formed in the “primordial soup”.
• Chemicals bonded together to form molecules.
• Molecules bonded together to make a living cell.
In other words…

Life

+

= Life?
Source: Mike Riddell, Answers in Genesis

What’s Required for Life?
Biology basics…
• Atoms: Basic unit of matter.
• Molecules: Specific arrangement of atoms. (H2O)

• Amino Acids: Specific arrangement of molecules
(a.k.a. “building blocks of life”).
• Proteins: Specific arrangement of amino acids.

Source: Mike Riddell, Answers in Genesis

Formation of the Living Cell
• The probability of a single protein forming
on its own in nature by random chance is
1 in 10191. (Single cell has thousands of proteins.)
• The probability of a single cell forming on
its own by random chance is 1 in 1040,000.
• What’s so significant about these figures?

Anything greater than 1 in 1050 is
statistically impossible = has never
happened, and never will happen.
Text Source: Mike Riddell, Answers in Genesis

Image Source: Science Clarified

Formation of the Living Cell
• As a starting reference point, there are only 1080 atoms
in the entire universe.
• The probability of a single cell forming on its own in nature
by random chance is 1 in 1040,000 (1 in 1050 = impossible)
• This is about as likely as a tornado blowing through a
junkyard and assembling a working and running Boeing 747.

Image Source: ft.com

Image Source: travelandleisure.com

Image Source: flyingmag.com

As you can see, this is absurd and impossible.
Text Source: njbiblescience..org

Single DNA Structure
First life REQUIRES an intelligent cause. The
genetic information contained within a single
DNA structure is equal to 1,000 volumes of
an encyclopedia. Information always points
back to an intelligent sender.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: Faith University

Why DNA Points to a Designer
The 6 feet of DNA coiled inside every one
of our body’s 100 trillion cells contains a
4-letter chemical alphabet that spells out
precise assembly instructions for all the
proteins from which our bodies are made.
Whenever we find a sequential
arrangement that’s complex and
corresponds to an independent pattern or
function (books, computer code, DNA,
etc.), this kind of information
always implies an intelligent source.
Source: Lee Strobel, The Evidence for God

Image Source: astrochem.org

How DNA Points to a Designer
…or how about the existence of DNA? Not how it presently
replicates, which science can tell us about in some detail,
but how it first assembled itself into a complex,
information-rich blueprint to build living things.
DNA isn’t just a few lines of information that might have
somehow, randomly, found its way together, but is millions
and millions of lines of code that instructs brain cells to be
different from eye cells, drives the construction of that
marvel of engineering otherwise known as the human
hand, and ensures that the stomach is lined by a type of
cell that won’t be digested by the acid all around it. And
that's just the tip of the iceberg. A pretty improbable
event, if you ask me.
Source: The Please Convince Me Blog, - How probable is a miracle?

Life At The Molecular Level
“The discovery of the life at the molecular level is
so significant that it must be ranked as one of the
greatest achievements in the history of science,
including those of Isaac Newton and Einstein.”

“The ONLY known cause that can produce the
specialized complexity found in DNA and the
living cell is intelligence.”
Michael Behe – Prof of Biochemistry – Lehigh University

Image Source: lehigh.edu

Irreducible Complexity

Like the mouse trap, the living cell requires
all of it’s components to be fully present
from the beginning in order to function.
Michael Behe - Prof of Biochemistry - Lehigh University

In other
words…
Image Source: sciohio.org

Insurmountable Odds
“No matter how large the environment one considers, life
cannot have had a random beginning…there are about
2,000 enzymes involved and the chance of obtaining
them all in a random trial is only one part in 1040,000,
an outrageously small probability that could not be faced
even if the whole universe consisted of organic soup.

If one is not prejudiced either by social beliefs or by a
scientific training into the conviction that life originated
on the earth, this simple calculation wipes the idea
entirely out of court…”
(Sir Fred Hoyle – English Astronomer and FORMER

Atheist)

Image Source: Wikipedia

Insurmountable Odds
“The enormous information content of even the
simplest living system…cannot, in our view, be
generated by what are called ‘natural processes’…”
(Sir Fred Hoyle – English Astronomer FORMER Atheist)

Image Source: Wikipedia

Irreducible Complexity

The living cell could not have
formed and evolved on it’s own.
Michael Behe - Prof of Biochemistry - Lehigh University

Image Source: Science Clarified

Life: Evidence for God
George Wald: Article - Scientific America…Origin of Life

“There are only two possibilities as to how life arose.
One is spontaneous generation arising to evolution.
The other is a supernatural creative act of God. There
is no third possibility. Spontaneous generation that life
arose from non-living matter was scientifically
disproved 120 years ago by Luis Pasteur and others.
That leaves us with only one possible conclusion: that
life arose as a supernatural creative act of God.”
George Wald - Professor Emeritus of Biology at Harvard University
Won Nobel Prize in Biology in 1971

So Far, So Good…
Image Source: elijahwald.com

Life: Evidence for God
“However, philosophically speaking, I will not accept that
because I do not want to believe in God.
Therefore, I choose to believe in that which is
scientifically impossible.”
George Wald - Professor Emeritus of Biology at Harvard University
Won Nobel Prize in Biology in 1971

Darwinian-Evolution is nothing more than
a philosophical belief system (i.e. religion).
It has not been proven by science.

Impossible Odds for Macro-Evolution
The scientific Law of Biogenesis states that life only comes from already living
matter. In other words, non-living matter can NEVER produce life (which is what
naturalism and Darwinian evolution assert). As you can see, macro-evolution is
not based on scientific facts.
In fact, DNA houses the software system for life, and is required in order for life to
exist. A leading mathematician and molecular biologist calculated the odds of just
one DNA chromosome forming and arranging itself on its own in a natural setting
to be 1 in 10 to the 100 billionth power! Let’s put that into perspective…

Remember, 1 in 1050 is considered absolute zero = statistically impossible.
Mathematically speaking, the odds of you winning the Arizona state lottery
every single week, 52 weeks a year, for 27,000 years in a row are better than
the odds of a single DNA chromosome arranging itself on its own, in nature, by
random chance, via naturalistic and materialistic processes.
…and Darwinists don’t need just one DNA chromosome in order for naturalism
and materialism to be true - they need billions. The question now becomes…

Why would anyone believe in evolution? Here’s why…
Source: Russ Miller

It’s Not About Scientific Evidence or Facts
In 1997, Harvard geneticist Richard Lewontin, who is one of
the world’s leaders in evolutionary biology, admitted the
following…
“…evolutionists have a prior commitment, a commitment
to naturalism.
It is not that the methods and institutions of science
somehow compel us to accept a material explanation of
the phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we are
forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to
create an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts
that produce material explanations, no matter how
counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the
uninitiated.
Moreover, that materialism is absolute, for
we cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door”
Richard Lewontin - Harvard Geneticist; one of the world’s leaders in evolutionary biology
Image Source: Harvard University

4 Reasons People Reject Jesus (God)
(and what we can do to help)

1.
2.
3.
4.

Intellectual (Provide Evidence)
Emotional Pain / Guilt (Share God’s Love)
Never Been Asked (Share Jesus)
Conscious Choice (Pray)

Image Source: elijahwald.com

Image Source: Harvard University

How Did Life Originate?
Only Two Possibilities

1. Life created itself and evolved on its own.
2. Life was created by an intelligent being
with absolute precision and purpose.

#2 is the only reasonable
explanation based on the
observable scientific facts
and evidence. Design
requires a designer.
Image Source: Science Clarified
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•
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Earth
Life
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The universe is “fine-tuned"
to allow for life on Earth.
Image Source: facebook.com/god.is.amazing

Human Heart
• Beats 100,000+ times per day
without tiring or malfunctioning.
• Constantly pushes blood through
1,500 miles of blood vessels.

• Heat from our rapidly beating heart
would kill us, if it were not designed
with a special lubricated bag that
reduces friction.

Evolution or Intelligent Designer?
Image Source: pixmac.com 87232122

Human Brain
• Functions like a well-organized bookshelf
with different spaces allocated to each
sense and motor skill.
• Information content = 20 Million Books!

• Contains 100 billion neurons - each a living
unit within itself, and each making tens of
thousands of electrical connections all controlling our senses & motor skills.
• The brain continues to change, adapt,
and repair itself throughout life.

Evolution or Intelligent Designer?

Image Source: 123rf.com

Human Eye

Image Source: guardian.co.uk

Human Eye
• Living video camera of extraordinary
sensitivity - 130 million light-sensitive
rods and cones that convert light into
electrical impulses.
• The retina can automatically change
its sensitivity to brightness over a
range of 10 billion to one.
• The eye also has the amazing ability
to assemble and repair itself nightly.

• Also self-lubricating & self-cleaning.

Image Source: eyedesignbook.com

Evolution or Intelligent Designer?

Human Eye
• The eye has more than 2 million working parts.
• The human eye is capable of seeing at a resolution
of 576 megapixels.
• Corneas are the only tissues that don't require
blood.

• Under the right conditions, the human eye can see
the light of a candle at a distance of 14 miles.
• The eye can see 2.7 million different colors.

• The retina contains 130 million rods for night vision
and 7 million color-sensitive cones for day vision.

Evolution or Intelligent Designer?

Image Source: eyedesignbook.com

Human Eye
“…to suppose that the eye - with all its
incomparable design for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting
different amounts of light, and for the
correction of spherical and chromatic
aberration - could have been formed by
natural selection, seems, I freely confess,
absurd in the highest possible degree.”
Charles Darwin - The Origin of Species by Means of
Natural Selection, 6th ed. (Senate, 1944), pp. 143-144.

Evolution or Intelligent Designer?
Image Source: bbc.co.uk

Quick Summary
PHYSICS
• Suggests the Creator is intelligent and involved.

ASTRONOMY
• Shows the Creator is extremely creative and purposeful.

BIOCHEMISTRY / BIOLOGY (LIFE)
• Shows the Creator is incredibly precise.
• This implies care, concern, and purpose.

CONSCIOUSNESS & INFORMATION
• Shows the Creator’s mind, rationality, and logic.
• Suggests omnipresence and the credibility of life after death.
• Displays the immaterial aspects of life, disproving materialism.

Evidence of a Theistic God
BEGINNING

Cosmological Argument

DESIGN

Teleological Argument

MORALITY

Moral Argument

MIRACLES

Supernatural Acts of God

LOGIC

Thinking, Reasoning, Intellect, etc.
Image Source: Flash Report

Are These Wrong?

Why?
Image Sources: On File

The Moral Argument
• If there is no God, these
acts are just matters of
opinion.

• God’s objective and
perfect moral nature is the
standard of measurement.

• Without an objective
source of morality outside
of humanity, all so-called
moral issues are nothing
but personal preference.

Image Sources: On File

The Standard of Justice
“{As an atheist} my argument against God was
that the universe seemed so cruel and
unjust. But how had I got this idea of just
and unjust? A man does not call a line
crooked unless he has some idea of a straight
line. What was I comparing this universe
with when I called it unjust?”
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, page 45.

VS.
Image Source: cslewisqoute.com

Evidence of the Objective Moral Law
We best know “right-from-wrong”
by our reactions, not our actions.

Some people may attempt to justify their evil actions as
being OK. But, when those same evil actions are done
to us by others, we ALWAYS know they are wrong.
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Sources: On File

Moral Argument: Summary
• Belief in God is not a requirement for being
moral. But, someone can’t be a moral person
unless God exists.
• Morality is not possible by causes stemming
from materialism or naturalism (evolution).
• Objective and absolute morality point to a
personal God. We can’t have a moral obligation
to an impersonal force (periodic table of elements).
• A moral law requires a moral law giver.
Image Source: schoolofdisney.com

Evidence of a Theistic God
BEGINNING

Cosmological Argument

DESIGN

Teleological Argument

MORALITY

Moral Argument

MIRACLES

Supernatural Acts of God

LOGIC

Thinking, Reasoning, Intellect, etc.
Image Source: Flash Report

Why Study
Miracles?
If miracles aren’t
possible, the Bible
can’t be true.
Image Source: amazon.com

Definition
Miracle
• Any action in time where the normal
operation of nature is suspended by the
agency of a supernatural action. (Theopedia)
• Unusual manifestation of God’s power
designed to accomplish a specific purpose.
Miracles supernaturally display the
presence, power, and purpose of God.

Definition

Miracles are unusual events caused by God.
The laws of nature are ordinary events caused by God.
Professor J.N. Hawthorne

Every law requires a law-giver. “Laws of Nature” and
“Laws of Physics” don’t control what happens in the world;
They simply describe how nature generally operates.
Image Source: saviorsite.com

Miracles Are Not Magic
Miracles
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Under God’s Control
Done At God’s Will
Not Naturally Repeatable
No Deception Involved
Occur in Nature
Fits Into Nature
Unusual, But Not Odd

Magic
Under Human Control
Done At Human’s Will
Naturally Repeatable
Deception Involved
Don’t Occur in Nature
Don’t Fit Into Nature
Unusual & Odd

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Miracles in the Bible
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

About 300 instances of miracles.
Time from Moses to Jesus = 1,500 years.
Average of 1 miracle every 5 years.
…but that’s not how miracles typically happened in the Bible.
Happened in bunches to authenticate message & messenger.
…pointing to God and demonstrating His power.
Includes many miracles that could be verified by credible
witnesses, including the opposition. (removes doubt)
• God does miracles on his own throughout Bible, but…
• Most biblical miracles were done through people which
mainly happened during the times of:
➢ Moses
Are miracles
➢ Elijah & Elisha
really possible?
➢ Jesus & Apostles

Image Source: ehow.com

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Are Miracles Possible?
The skeptic philosopher David Hume (who ironically
was skeptical about EVERYTHING…except his own
skepticism) indicated that a wise person should never
believe in miracles because they are “rare events”.
Is this wise advice?

Consider these rare events:
• Creation of the universe
• Origin of life
• Your birth (or his…)
• Jesus’ birth, death & resurrection

The miracle of Jesus’ resurrection is the
most documented event in ancient history.
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Read: https://crossexamined.org/does-modern-science-disprove-miracles/

Image Source: wikipedia.com

Greatest Miracle in the Bible?

Which would you say?
Image Sources: On File

The Greatest Miracle in the Bible…

Creation Ex Nihilo - “Out of Nothing”

…has been confirmed by science.
Image Source: joeiovino.com

…isn’t every other miracle
in the Bible at least believable?

Image Sources: On File

If God exists, miracles are possible,
and even expected.

Image Source: joeiovino.com

For more information (and examples)
of miracles, see section #4:
“Is Jesus, God?”
Image Source: joeiovino.com

Evidence of a Theistic God
BEGINNING

Cosmological Argument

DESIGN

Teleological Argument

MORALITY

Moral Argument

MIRACLES

Supernatural Acts of God

IMMATERIAL

Mind (Logic), Will (Choices),
Emotions, Conscience, Information
Image Source: Flash Report

Evidence of God
Why is this so important?
The late serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer said in an
interview on Dateline NBC:

Image Source: tumblr.com

Evidence of God
Why is this so important?
“If you don’t think there is a God to be
accountable to, what’s the point in trying to
modify your behavior to keep within acceptable
ranges?”…

Image Source: tumblr.com

Evidence of God
Why is this so important?
“That’s how I thought, anyway. I always
believed the theory of evolution as truth – that
we all just came from slime. And when we died,
there was nothing.”

Image Sources: tumblr.com

Logic & Reasoning
The “Laws of Logic” are an extremely important
evidence for the existence of God.
Logic is not just “a way of thinking”; rather, logic
describes the correct way of thinking. Logic is a key
attribute of God, and the standard for reasoning.

Image Sources: Learning Rx

Using Logic & Reason…
Let’s draw some conclusions
based on the evidence
we’ve looked at thus far.

Image Sources: Stock Fresh

Here’s What We Know…
UNIVERSE BEGINNING (Power)
• Created by timeless, spaceless, immaterial being (eternal & self-existent).
• This being is extremely powerful (created everything from nothing).

DESIGN (Mind)
• Complex: This being is extremely intelligent & the author of precise order.
• Involved: Purpose in life & the universe (you didn’t evolve by chance).

MORALITY (Character)
• Standard of absolute moral perfection exists (objective morality).
• This being is personal & cares about his creation.

MIRACLES (Power)
• Used to authenticate both the message & the messenger.
• Greatest miracle has already taken place: creation from nothing.

IMMATERIAL (Mind, Will, Emotions, Conscience, Information)
• Ability to think & reason with precision (intellect); ability to make choices.
• Information ALWAYS originates from a mind, not natural / material processes.
Source: Adapted from “I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist”

These qualities describe exactly the
Theistic God of Biblical Christianity…
without referencing the Bible.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Evidence of God
Romans 1:20 (NLT)
20

For ever since the world was created, people
have seen the earth and sky. Through everything
God made, they can clearly see his invisible
qualities - his eternal power and divine nature.
So they have no excuse for not knowing God.

Image Source: tumblr.com

There Can Only Be ONE Infinite God
Why?
1. An infinite being lacks nothing.

2. For two beings to differ, one must
lack something the other has.
3. But a being that lacks something is
not infinite.
4. Therefore, there can be only
one infinite being.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: Kathi Kruse

God: Where Does the Evidence Lead?
THEISM
• One personal God who created the universe, intervenes in it,
and sustains a personal relationship with his creatures.

DEISM
• One God who created the universe, but now is uninvolved.

PANTHEISM / POLYTHEISM
• Impersonal gods that literally ARE the universe.

ATHEISM
• The belief that no God exists. Instead, materialism and
naturalistic processes explain everything, including evolution.
Images source: wondrouspics.com

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

World Belief Systems - Which One Is True?
Is it one of these?

• Christianity
• Judaism
• Islam

…or one of these?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hinduism
Buddhism
New Age
Secular Humanism
Mormonism
Polytheism
Wicca
Confucianism
Taoism
Atheism
Images Source: wondrouspics.com

Apologetics 101
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Does spiritual truth exist?
Does God exist?
Is the Bible God’s only true Word?
Is Jesus, God? Why is He the only way to heaven?
Common objections to Christianity (and answers).
How to live with true meaning & purpose.

Image Source: tayaradio.com

“God, Are You There?”

What are some ways God speaks to us today?
Image Source: godsdivas.wordpress.com

How God Communicates Truth
General Revelation:
Nature:
Creation / Design
Providence:
God’s Activity in the World
Conscience:
‘With Knowledge’
Special Revelation:
Bible:
Word of God
Jesus:
Person of God (Incarnation)

God Speaks In Various Ways
Today
Bible:
Holy Spirit:
Conscience:
Thoughts:
Trials:
Events:
Other People:

2 Tim 3:16-17
John 14:26
1 Tim 1:5
Romans 12:2
James 1:2-5
1 Peter 1:6-7
Acts 2:44-47

Why should we be careful regarding these?

Alignment With the Bible

Opinions, advice and thoughts (both from
us, and other people) should ALWAYS align
with what God clearly states in Scripture.
Image Source: amazon.com

First, Some Basic Definitions
Words Associated With The Bible:
• Testament: Covenant
• Canon:
Measuring Stick, Rule, Standard
• Manuscripts: Copies of the original writings
• Scroll:
Roll of papyrus, parchment, or paper
• Scribes:
Specially trained people for copying
manuscripts (w/ rules)
• Translation: Copy of God’s Word in another
language (2,600+)
• Theocracy: Nation governed by God (Israel)
• Gentiles:
Any non-Jewish nation / people
• Samaritans: Mixed race: Jews & Gentiles

First, Some Basic Definitions
Words Associated With The Bible:
• Revelation: How God Communicates Truth
• Truth:
Reality; Absolute; Stands Alone
• Inspired:
Recording of Truth
God-breathed; God “carried along
the human writers” (2 Pet 1:21)
• Infallible:
100% Trustworthy (God)
• Inerrant:
100% Accurate (Facts)
• Autographs: Original Copies: 3-“I’s” (above)
• Authoritative: Powerful In All Spoken Matters
• Dual Authorship: God-Authored; Human-Written
• Propitiation: Satisfaction of a requirement

First, Some Basic Definitions
Words Associated With The Bible:
• Sanhedrin: Jewish Supreme Court
• Pharisees: Powerful Jewish religious/political group
• Sadducees: Bitter enemies of Pharisees & Christ
• Disciple:
Any follower of Christ
• Apostle:
Messenger chosen directly by Jesus (12)
Audience Being Preached To:
• Matthew: Jewish People
• Mark:
Romans
“Synoptic Gospels”
• Luke:
Greeks / Gentiles
• John:
Whole World

Key to Understanding the Bible
- Although all of Scripture was written for us, not all is written to us.
- This is important in understanding the meanings of Bible passages.
- The Bible is primarily addressed to four (4) general groups of people:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Jewish People: Nation of Israel; Israelites; God’s Chosen People
Gentiles: Everyone else (any non-Jewish person)
Individual Believers: Born-again followers of Jesus (NT)
Church: Entire body of Christ; all born-again followers of Jesus (NT)

What do we mean by God’s Chosen People (Israelites)?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

The nation (group of people) through whom God chose to reveal himself.
The nation that God chose to bless through obedience.
The nation that would represent God on earth.
The nation that would be Holy (set apart for God).
The nation (lineage) through which God would bring the Messiah (Jesus).
Source: learntostudythebible.com

Purpose of Bible…
2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NLT)
15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood,
and they have given you the wisdom to receive the
salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All
Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is
true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It
corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is
right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do
every good work.

How to Be Made Right with God…
and how to Be Used by God.

Purpose of the Bible
•
•
•
•
•

Basic
Instructions
Before
Leaving
Earth

Image Source: christiangraphics.homestead.com

Purpose of Bible - One Word

REDEMPTION
How to get
right with God
and have
eternal life.
Image Source: hdwdb.com

Where Did We Get the Bible?

Image Source: End Time Bible Prophecy

Setting the Stage
How long did it take to write the OT? ~1,000 yrs.
How long did it take to write the NT? ~70 yrs.
Key Terms

Autographs:
• Original writings (no longer available).
Manuscripts:
• Copies of the original writings.
Canon:
• Measuring stick, rule, standard…
(which books make up the Bible)

“The Canon is a list of authoritative books more than an
authoritative list of books.” Bruce Metzger, Princeton University
DISCOVERING THE CANON
• Was the book authoritative? “The Lord Says…”
• Was it written by a prophet or apostle of God? If not, did it have
apostolic authority? Luke
• Was the writer confirmed by acts of God (miracles)? Moses / Paul
• Does the book tell the truth about God consistent with previous
revelation? Romans
• Did it give evidence of having the power of God? Gospels
• Was it accepted by the people of God? Early Church Fathers
• Is the book in complete harmony with the rest of the Bible?
(e.g. Gospel of Thomas was a forgery written 100 years after
the NT Gospels; it errantly taught that only men can be saved.)
Adapted from: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

The Bible is Inspired by God
What does it mean that the Bible is “Inspired”?
• Literally means, “God-Breathed”.
• Holy Spirit (God) moved men to write.
• He allowed them to use their own language, style,
and gifts within the context of their culture.
• The Holy Spirit overruled in the expression of thought
and in the choice of words.
• This “guaranteed” that they recorded accurately all
that God wanted them to say, and exactly how He
wanted them to say it.
• The Bible is a harmony of the active mind of the
writers and the sovereign direction of the Holy Spirit.
Source: Adapted from Brian Edwards

What Does It Mean That
the Bible Is Inspired by God?
➢ Even though God used men with their distinctive
personalities & writing styles, God divinely inspired the
very words they wrote… “carried along by Holy Spirit”.
➢ Inspiration means the Bible is truly the Word of God,
and makes the Bible unique among all other books.
➢ 1 Cor 2:12-13 • 2 Tim 3:16-17 • 2 Peter 1:21
➢ The doctrine of inspiration only applies to the original
writings (autographs).

Doctrine of preservation deals with the survival
and accuracy of the copies (manuscripts).

Is the Bible really God’s Word?
• The Bible claims to be a record of the words and deeds of God.
• The OT alone mentions that “God said…” over 2,000 times.
• The NT teaches that Jesus is God, and the only way to heaven.

• Islam claims that the Qur’an is not only God’s Word, but that it’s
the FINAL word from God.
(Islam teaches that God loves us based on our good works.)
• Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
believe the Book of Mormon is the Word of God.
(Mormons believe in multiple gods.)
• Judaism believes it has the inerrant Word of God solely from the
Hebrew Old Testament.
All belief systems teach
(Deny that Jesus is God)

opposing things. How can
we know which is TRUE?

Test of Historicity
If the Bible is TRULY God’s Word,
there should be verifiable facts & evidence.

• We must use the “legal-historical” proof method.
• Prove something beyond a reasonable doubt.
• Verdict is reached based on weight of evidence.
• Depends on 3 things:

➢ Oral testimony
➢ Written testimony
➢ Evidence / exhibits
Image Source: In God’s Company

The Bible - Critical Questions

➢ Do we have Accurate Copies of the
original OT and NT autographs?
(Bibliographical Test)

➢ Do they tell the Truth (Inerrant) and
are they Trustworthy (Infallible)?
(External / Internal / NT Evidence Test)
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: thisisyourbible.com

Old Testament Autographs
Exodus 24:4 (NLT)
4 Then Moses carefully wrote down all the LORD’s
instructions...
Joshua 24:26 (NLT)
26 Joshua recorded these things in the Book of God’s
Instructions.
1 Samuel 10:25 (NLT)
25 Then Samuel told the people what the rights and duties
of a king were. He wrote them down on a scroll and
placed it before the LORD.

Theocracy • Men of God • Prophets

Old Testament Manuscripts
• There is virtually no disagreements about the content
or authority of the OT canon.
• Over 10,000 OT manuscripts have been found.
• Written in Hebrew / Aramaic (1,400-400 B.C.)
• Christian Old Testament (COT) = 39 books
• Hebrew (Jewish) Bible (Old Testament) = 22 Books
• Hebrew Bible is arranged differently than our COT.
• Content exactly the same, including: “400 Silent Years”.
• 18 of the 22 HJB books are quoted in the modern NT.
• The HJB recognized as authoritative by people of God.
• …not centuries later by a committee.
• Jamnia council 95 A.D. simply ratified existing HJB (OT).
• Jesus confirmed (first & last OT murders): Mat 23:34-35

Old Testament Manuscripts
The Old Testament Hebrew scriptures were
painstakingly copied by Jewish scribes, who had a deep
reverence for the texts they were copying. Their
reverence was coupled with strict rules governing their
work: the type of parchment used, the size of the
columns, the kind of ink, and the spacing of words were
all prescribed. Writing anything from memory was
expressly forbidden, and the lines, words, and even the
individual letters were methodically counted as a means
of double-checking accuracy. The result of all this was
that the words written by Isaiah’s pen are still available
today. The discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls clearly
confirms the…precision of the Hebrew text.

Dead Sea Scrolls - 1947

Image Sources: On File

Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) - 1947
• Discovery of 800 scrolls in caves near Dead Sea.
• Contained every book of O.T. in entirety or part. (except Esther)
• Written as early as 250 B.C. to 65 A.D. (according to
scientific dating methods used by archaeologists).
• Key find: entire book of Isaiah written 150-100 B.C.
• Isaiah originally written in 700 B.C.
• Earliest OT manuscripts prior to DSS was A.D. 916
• Isaiah 53 records 25 prophecies of Jesus’ death.
• Entire scroll (19 copies) found in nearly perfect condition.
• When comparing Isaiah 53, only 17 letters differed!
• Two significant takeaways from discovery of the DSS…
1. Nearly identical copy written 1,000+ yrs. earlier.
2. We can trust the accuracy of the biblical manuscripts!

Source: Searching the Scriptures

What Can We Conclude About OT?
1. Our Christian OT and the Hebrew Bible contain the exact
same content that was later confirmed by Jesus as the
unbreakable Word of God.

2. By the leading of the Holy Spirit, the OT books were
immediately accepted by the people of God who,
recognized these writings as authoritative.
(This was not done centuries later by an outside council).
3. These writings were meticulously copied and represent
the true meaning that God intended from the original
(inerrant / infallible / inspired) autographs.

The OT Canon is authoritative and closed.

What About the New Testament?

Image Source: Neoformix

New Testament Autographs
1 Cor 14:37 (NLT)
37 If you claim to be a prophet or think you are spiritual,
you should recognize that what I am saying is a command
from the Lord himself.

John 14:25-26 (NLT)
25 I am telling you these things now while I am still with
you. 26 But when the Father sends the Advocate as my
representative - that is, the Holy Spirit - He will teach you
everything and will remind you of everything I have told
you.
Persecution scattered
Why?

the NT Church.

New Testament Autographs
Luke 1:1-4 (NLT)
1 Many people have set out to write accounts about the
events that have been fulfilled among us. 2 They used the
eyewitness reports circulating among us from the early
disciples. 3 Having carefully investigated everything from
the beginning, I also have decided to write a careful
account for you…, 4 so you can be certain of the truth...
2 Peter 1:20-21 (NLT)
20 …no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy
never had its origin in the human will, but prophets,
though human, spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.

New Testament Canon Formation
• Jesus chose 12 apostles & taught them for 3 years.
• 11 of them went on to spread his message.
• 9 different writers constructed the 27 NT books.
• New Testament was written originally in Greek.
• First scrolls, then collections, lastly 1 volume
• Most of NT writings were letters to local churches.
• Others were written to specific individuals.
• Yet others were written for broader audiences.
➢ 1 Peter (Asia)
➢ Romans (Europe)
➢ Revelation (Asia)

New Testament Canon Formation
• Geo diversity made it tough for early churches to
immediately obtain all copies of early church letters.
• Limitations: communication, travel & persecution.
• Paul’s letters were almost immediately regarded as
authoritative. (2 Peter 3:15-16)
• NT books were more difficult to confirm than OT.
• Some books were questioned & accepted (James,
Hebrews & 2 Peter); others were rejected (Shepherd
of Hermas & Gospel of Peter).
• We can be certain the current list is 100% right.
• How?

What Can We Conclude About NT?
• By 100 A.D., all 27 New Testament books were
written & “received” as Scripture by the churches.
• By the leading of the Holy Spirit, the NT books
were immediately recognized by the people of
God, not centuries later by an outside council.
• Within one generation of NT completion, every
book had been cited by an early church father.
• These same 27 books were ratified by the Council
of Hippo (393 A.D.) & Council of Carthage (397 A.D.)
The NT Canon is authoritative and closed.

Summary - New Testament Canon
1. The NT Canon was confirmed and received by the
early church leaders as the books were written.
2. Under the leading of the Holy Spirit, decisions
were made immediately by the people of God
who recognized certain writings as authoritative.
These decisions were not made centuries later by
an outside council.
3. The people of God were careful to confirm or
reject books that weren’t authoritative.

The New Testament is 100%
accurate and trustworthy.

What Took So Long?
…for the entire NT to be confirmed and gathered?
1. The originals were scattered across the whole empire:
Apostles were sharing the Gospel, and being persecuted.
2. No scroll could easily contain more than one or two
books. Luke: 30 feet; NT: 200 feet (bulky, expensive)
3. The 1st century Christians expected the immediate return
of Christ = no need for a compilation.
4. No one church or leader dominated the others.
5. The early leaders assumed the authority of the Gospels
and apostles. (Matthew, John, James, Peter, Paul wrote 85% of
NT. Exceptions = Mark, Luke, Jude, and Hebrews)

6. Only when the heretics attacked the truth was the need
for the development of a Canon (mid 2nd century).
Source: Adapted from Brian Edwards

Reliability of NT Manuscript Copies
• Most (if not all) of the NT was written prior to 70 A.D.
• NT was completed within 37 years of Christ’s death.
• Oral / other written testimony date back to the resurrection.
• 5,686 hand-written Greek manuscripts exist from early church era.

• 10,000 Latin manuscripts + 9,300 from other languages.
• Nearly 25,000 manuscripts exist made up of complete
sets, individual books, pages, and fragments.
• Quotes from early church fathers: 36,289 - From those…
• We can reconstruct the entire NT with the exception of except 11
verses - none of which affect any article of important doctrine.

• The New Testament manuscripts are 99.9% accurate.
• The 0.1% doesn’t affect one article of doctrine. And…

First century Palestine was mainly an oral culture!

Reliability of NT Manuscripts
Recorded =
Original Writings
Mss =
Manuscripts
(Copies)
- There is very
little debate
about the
accuracy of OT.

(Greek)

Note: Any ancient writing that’s written within 200 years of a historical
event is considered by all historians to be EXTREMELY reliable.

- Most of NT was
written prior to
70 A.D. – within
37 yrs. of Jesus’
resurrection.
- 99.9% accuracy
Source: biblicalarchaeology.org

Number of Surviving NT Manuscripts

Source: christianity.com
Source: biblicalarchaeology.org

Diocletian was the Roman Emperor from 284-305 A.D. He
ordered the killing of all Christians, and the destruction of all
New Testament manuscripts. The discrepancy in the number of
surviving manuscripts would be even more staggering if it were
not for his attempt (which was largely unsuccessful).

Reliability of NT Manuscripts

To be skeptical of the New Testament books would require you to
allow all of classical antiquity to slip into obscurity. No documents
of the ancient period are as well attested bibliographically as the
New Testament of the Bible.
Source: biblicalarchaeology.org

Accuracy of the Bible - Critical Questions

➢ Do we have Accurate Copies of the
original OT and NT autographs? YES
(Bibliographical Test)

➢ Do they tell the Truth (Inerrant) and
are they Trustworthy (Infallible)?
(External / Internal / NT Evidence Test)
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: thisisyourbible.com

How Do We Know the Bible Is
Trustworthy & Reveals Truth?
• External Evidence
• Internal Evidence
• New Testament Evidence

(3)
(3)
(10)

Those things in the Bible that testify to its divine origin.

Image Source: human-3d.com

External Evidence # 1
Historical Accuracy
➢

To date, more than 25,000 archaeological discoveries
have verified the names of persons, places, events,
and customs mentioned in the Bible.

➢

The Bible has been proven geographically, and reproven historically accurate, in the most exacting
detail, using forensic techniques and external
evidence.

➢

The Bible has been subjected to the minutest
scientific textual analysis possible to humanity and
has been proven to be authentic in every way.

Historical Accuracy
Dr. Nelson Glueck, probably the
greatest modern authority on Israeli
archeology, said:
"No archeological discovery has ever disputed a
Biblical reference. Scores of archeological findings
have been made which confirm in clear outline or
in exact detail historical statements in the Bible.
And, by the same token, proper evaluation of
Biblical descriptions has often led to amazing
discoveries."
Image Source: inspirationalposter.org

Historical Accuracy
“In extraordinary ways, modern
archaeology has affirmed the historical
core of the Old and New Testaments corroborating key points of the stories of
Israel’s patriarchs, the Exodus, the Davidic
monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.”

Image Source: hamptonroads.com

Jeff Sheler - “Is the Bible True?”
October 25, 1999 (page 52)
U.S. News Image Source: prweb.com

External Evidence # 2
Indestructibility of the Bible (Preservation)
•
•
•
•

Early Roman emperors like Diocletian (300 A.D.)
Communist dictators
Modern-day atheists & scientists
Because of its importance & its claim to be the
very Word of God, the Bible has suffered more
vicious attacks & attempts to destroy it than
any other book in history.

• Manuscript transmission: 99.9% accuracy
The Bible has withstood all of its attackers and
still the most widely published book in the world.

External Evidence # 3
Scientific Accuracy
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Earth’s free-float in space:
Invisible structure:
Earth is round:
Oceanography:
Radio Waves:
Entropy:
Water Cycle:
Blood in Life Processes:
Gravity:
Global flood (sedimentary rock):

Job 26:7
Hebrews 11:3
Isaiah 40:22
Psalm 8:8
Job 38:35
Isaiah 51:6
Ecc. 1:7
Lev 17:11
Job 26:7
Gen 6

No scientific fact has ever contradicted the Bible.
Scripture tells us what God has done, is doing, and will do.
Scientific facts always confirm the truths found in Scripture.
Image Source for Matthew Fontaine Maury: Exulanten

Marine Fossils High Above Sea Level
Fossil ammonites (coiled marine cephalopods) like
these are found in limestone beds high in the Himalayas
of Nepal…~29,000 feet = ~ 5.5 miles

How did marine fossils
get thousands of feet
above sea level if there
was no global flood?
Follow the evidence to it’s most logical conclusion.
Image & Text Source: Answers in Genesis

Internal Evidence #1
Unity (Unique Structure)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

66 individual books / 40 writers … 1 Author (God)
Writers: 19 walks of life (kings, fishermen, physician)
These writers possessed great moral integrity.
Written on 3 different continents (Africa, Asia, Europe)
Varying circumstances (prison, Jerusalem, Sinai)
Written in 3 languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek)
Written over the course of 1,500 years.
Individual writers had no clue of the “Big Picture”.
Remarkable structure and mathematical patterns.
The unity is so precise, it defies human wisdom.

The Bible is clearly ONE book with perfect unity from
beginning to end, without contradiction.

Internal Evidence # 2
Fulfilled Prophecies
Over 2,500 EXTREMELY PRECISE prophecies describing:
• Jesus: His birth, death & resurrection (456 prophecies).
• Bible names, places, events, and people…in detail.
• Future of individual nations, cities, and humankind.
• Events took place well after most prophets passed away.
• ~2,000 have been fulfilled precisely without error!
• Remaining 500 will happen in the future.
• Of the 2,000, the odds of chance fulfillment w/o error =

Less than 1 in 102000 (1050 is considered statistically impossible)
There is simply no logical way to explain the fulfilled
prophecies found in the Bible other than by divine origin.

Prophet Isaiah
The prophet Isaiah foretold that a conqueror named
Cyrus would destroy seemingly impregnable Babylon,
and subdue Egypt (along with most of the rest of the
known world). Isaiah also predicted Cyrus would
decide to let the Jewish exiles in his territory go free
without any payment of ransom (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1;
and 45:13).
Isaiah made this prophecy 80 years before the Jews
were taken into exile, 150 years before Cyrus was
born, and 180 years before Cyrus performed any of
these feats (and he did perform them all).

Internal Evidence # 3
Unique Authority & Power
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Authoritatively answers fundamental questions of life.
Addresses eternity, salvation, and spiritual matters.
Alive & powerful: mirror, sword, light, water, food.
Countless lives changed, possibly yours.
Drug addictions, homosexuality, adultery, murder…
Pornography, lust, alcoholism…
Materialism, debt, greed…
Pride, critical spirit, gluttony, gossip…

The Bible possesses an authoritative and
transforming power that is only possible
because it is the only Word of God.

Summary:

How do we know the Bible is
trustworthy & reveals truth?

External Evidence
• Historical Accuracy
• Preservation
• Scientific Accuracy

Internal Evidence
• Unity / Structure
• Fulfilled Prophecies
• Unique Authority / Power

New Testament Evidence
Those things in the Bible that testify to its divine origin.

Image Source: human-3d.com

How Do We Know the Bible Is
Trustworthy & Reveals Truth?
• External Evidence
• Internal Evidence
• New Testament Evidence

(3)
(3)
(10)

Those things in the Bible that testify to its divine origin.
(visit link below to watch video)

Image Source: amazon.com

Click to watch: http://tiny.cc/top10nt

Video Source: saddleback.com

No one dies for a known lie.
• The Apostles themselves were eyewitnesses to Jesus’
resurrected life.

• They knew first-hand whether or not Jesus’ resurrection
was true.
• We can trust them based on the evidence of their lives:

-

They had proven moral integrity.
They condemned lying & stressed honesty.
They were key figures in their communities.
They were convinced of the resurrection.
They became bold overnight.
They faced beatings, torture, prison & death.

No one willingly dies for a known lie.
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Andrew
James (Brother of John)
James (Son of Alpheus)
James (Brother of Jesus)
John
Judas
Judas Iscariot
Matthew
Peter
Philip
Simon the Zealot
Thomas (Doubting)
Paul

Crucified in Greece
Beheaded by King Herod
Crucified in Egypt
Stoned (Bludgeoned)
Natural causes
Shot with arrow at Ararat
Hanging suicide
Sword in Ethiopia
Crucified upside down
Hanged & wrapped in papyrus
Crucified
Spear thrust in India
Beheaded (Likely)

Source: New Testament Express, Terry Hall

…most suffered BRUTAL deaths because they
knew that Jesus’ resurrection was TRUE.

Accuracy of the Bible - Critical Questions

➢ Do we have Accurate Copies of the
original OT and NT autographs? YES
(Bibliographical Test)

➢ Do they tell the Truth (Inerrant) and
are they Trustworthy (Infallible)? YES
(External / Internal / NT Evidence Test)
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: thisisyourbible.com

What About Errors / Contradictions?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

There are difficult passages in the Bible.
These include verses that appear to contradict each other.
Bible was written by 40 writers over 1,500 years. (1 author: God)
We should expect some differences as they relate to styles,
perspectives, audiences, purposes, and eyewitness testimony.
However, a difference is not a contradiction or error.
It’s only an error if there is no conceivable way the verses or
passages can be reconciled.
Even if an answer is not available right now, that does not mean
an answer does not exist.
Many have found a supposed error in the Bible in relation to
science, history, or geography only to find the Bible is in fact
correct once further evidence is discovered. For example…
Seeking to destroy Christianity in the early 1800’s, the French
Institute in Paris (FIP) listed 82 supposed errors in the Bible.
Today, none of those 82 remain (and neither does the FIP).

Why I Believe The Bible…
“I choose to believe the Bible
because we have a reliable
collection of historical documents
written down by eyewitnesses
during the lifetime of other
eyewitnesses that report
supernatural events which took
place in fulfillment of specific
prophecies and claim to be divine
rather than human in nature.”
Click for audio presentation: http://tiny.cc/voddie
Image Source: monergism.com

Biblical Truth: Evidence and Proof
Bibliographical Test (Accuracy)
+
Evidence Test (True & Trustworthy)

When we apply these two tests to
the content contained in every
known religious book…
The Bible is the ONLY one that passes the
test of historicity with 100% perfection.
Image Source: netbiblestudy.net

Only the Bible…
• Offers real proof and evidence of it’s divine inspiration.
• Is 100% accurate and trustworthy in every area.
• Has perfect internal and external accuracy confirmed in:
➔ Archaeology
➔ Other Sciences / Medicine
➔ Astronomy
➔ Personal Change
➔ Authority / Power
➔ Preservation
➔ Eyewitness Testimony ➔ Societal Influence
➔ Fulfilled Prophecies
➔ Solution to Sin / Death
➔ History
➔ Unity + Structure
• Offers salvation as a free gift by God’s grace and mercy.
• All other religions require you to “DO” something. With
Christianity, Jesus has “DONE” everything for you.

The Power of the Bible…
Adrian Rogers -

“Point people to Jesus using the
Bible, then get out of the way.”
Voddie Baucham -

“Defending the Bible is like
defending a lion. Neither need
defended. Simply let them loose
and they defend themselves.”
Image Sources: adrianrogers.org; monergism.com

Apologetics 101
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Does spiritual truth exist?
Does God exist?
Is the Bible God’s only true Word?
Is Jesus, God? Why is He the only way to heaven?
Common objections to Christianity (and answers).
How to live with true meaning & purpose.

Image Source: tayaradio.com

The Main Evidence…

Jesus is the single most important being
in human history, in eternity, and in your life.

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

Is Jesus, God?
To find out, we need to answer 6 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

Jesus Claimed to Be the Great ‘I AM’
Exodus 3:14
God replied to
Moses, “I AM
WHO I AM. Say
this to the people
of Israel: I AM has
sent me to you.”

John 8:58-59
58

Jesus answered, “I tell
you the truth, before
Abraham was even born,
I AM!” 59 At that point
they picked up stones to
throw at him. But Jesus
was hidden from them
and left the Temple.

They wanted to stone Jesus because
He was claiming to be God.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus Claimed to be Yahweh (LORD)
OT

Attribute

NT

Psa 23:1
Isa 44:6
Joel 3:12
Isa 62:5
Psa 27:1
Isa 43:11
Isa 42:8
1 Sam 2:6

Shepherd
First & Last
Judge
Bridegroom
Light
Savior
God’s Glory
Giver of Life

John 10:11
Rev 1:17
Mat 25:31
Mat 25:1
John 8:12
John 4:42
John 17:5
John 5:21
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus is Named God
Jehovah
Isaiah 40:28
Psalm 45:6
Isaiah 10:20-21
Hos 13:4, Isa 43:11, 45:21
1 Samuel 2:6
Joel 3:12
Isaiah 60:19-20
Exodus 3:14
Psalm 23:1
Isaiah 42:8, 48:11
Isaiah 41:4, 44:6, Rev 1:8
Revelation 1:8
Isaiah 44:22; Hosea 13:14
Isaiah 62:5, Hosea 2:16
Psalm 18:2
Jeremiah 31:34
Ps 148:2; Isaiah 45:22-25
Throughout O.T.
Psalm 148:5
Isaiah 45:23

Title or Act
Creator
God
Mighty God
Savior
Raised the Dead
Judge
Light
I AM
Shepherd
Glory of God
First and Last
Alpha and Omega
Redeemer
Bridegroom
Rock
Forgiver of Sins
Receives Worship
Addressed in Prayer
Creator of Angels
Confessed as Lord

Adapted Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus
John 1:3
Hebrews 1:8
Isaiah 9:6, Matt 1:23-25
Phil 3:20; Titus 2:13, 3:6
John 5:21
John 5:27, Matt 25:31-46
John 8:12
John 8:58, 18:5-6
John 10:11
John 17:1,5
Rev 1:17-18, 2:8, 22:13
Revelation 22:13
Rev 5:9; Ephesians 1:7
Rev 21:2, Matt 25:1
1 Corinthians 10:4
Mark 2:7, 10
Hebrews 1:6; Phil 2:9-11
Acts 7:59
Colossians 1:16
Philippians 2:11

Jesus Claimed to Be Equal With God
Mark 2:5-7
5

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6

Now some teachers of the law were sitting
there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does
this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus Claimed to Be One
With God The Father
John 10:28-33
28

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one
can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of
my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus
said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from
the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
33 “We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the
Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to
be God.” (Even his enemies knew He was claiming to be God.)
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus Claimed to Be Messiah God
Isaiah 9:6
6 For

to us a child is
born, to us a son is
given, and the
government will be on
his shoulders.
And he will be
called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of
Peace.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Mark 14:61-62
61

But Jesus remained silent
and gave no answer.
Again the high priest asked
him, “Are you the Christ*,the
Son of the Blessed One?”
62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And
you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on
the clouds of heaven.”

*John 4:25

Jesus Claimed to Be Worthy Of
Honor Due Only To God
John 5:22-23
22

Moreover, the Father judges no one, but
has entrusted all judgment to the
Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as
they honor the Father. He who does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father,
who sent him.

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus Claimed to Be Worthy Of
Worship & Accepted It From:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Mother of James & John: (Mt 20:20)
The Gerasene demoniac (Mark 5:6)
A blind man (Mat 28:17)
Doubting Thomas (John 20:28)
The women at the tomb (Mt 15:25)
A Canaanite woman (Mt 15:25)
His disciples (Mt 14:33)
A healed leper (Mt 8:2)
Rich young ruler (Mt. 9:18)

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Note: According to Jewish tradition, only God can receive worship. Jesus
never rebuked anyone who worshipped Him. He even commended some.
(John 20:29, Matthew 16:17)

Jesus Claimed to Be Equal In
Authority With God
Mat 28:18
18

Then Jesus came to them and
said, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me.

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus Claimed to Be The
Object of Prayer Like God
John 14:13-14
13

And I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Son may bring glory to
the Father. 14 You may ask me for
anything in my name, and I will do it.

Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Summary: Jesus Claimed to be God
Jesus said…
John 8:19
John 14:9
John 14:1
Mat 10:40
John 15:23
John 5:23

To know Him was to know God.
To see Him was to see God.
To believe in Him was to believe in God.
To receive Him was to receive God.
To hate Him was to hate God.
To honor Him was to honor God.

Source: John Ankerberg

Is Jesus, God?
To find out, we need to answer 6 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

The Attributes of God
Jesus possesses the attributes that belong only to God:

John 1:1
Heb. 1:2
Mat. 18:20
John 18:4
John 1:3
2 Cor. 5:21

Jesus is eternal.
Jesus is self-existent.
Jesus is present everywhere. (omnipresent)
Jesus is all-knowing. (omniscient)
Jesus is all-powerful. (omnipotent)
Jesus is perfectly sinless.

Source: Answers in Genesis

Is Jesus, God?
To find out, we need to answer 6 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

Miracles - Confirmed By Jesus’ Enemies
John 10:28-33
28

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no
one can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father
are one.”
31

Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32 but
Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles
from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
33 “We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the
Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim
to be God.”

4 Kinds of Miracles in the Bible
• Death:
• Hell:
• Disease:
• Nature:

Raised the dead.
Cast out demons.
Healed the sick.
Showed power over forces of nature.

2 Purposes of New Testament Miracles
1. To show that Jesus is God, doing the
works of God. (Power)
2. To help people in need. (Mercy)

Examples of Jesus’ Miracles
1. Turned water into wine…the best wine: John 2:1-11
2. Feeds 5,000+ with 5 loaves: Mat 14:31-21
3. Healing of a leper: Mat 8:2-4
4. Removal of demon…man mute & blind: Mat 12:22-37
5. Healing of man born blind: John 9:1-41
6. Restored life of young man from Nain: Luke 7:11-17
7. Quiets the storm (Sea of Galilee): Luke 8:22-25
8. Walks on water: Mark 8:1-10
9. Raises Lazarus from dead: John 11:1-44
10. NT (45) + Too many to count: John 21:25 • Death

Which miracle
was Jesus’ greatest?

• Power
• Mercy

• Hell
• Disease
• Nature

The Greatest Miracle In The Bible…

Creation Ex Nihilo - “Out of Nothing”

…has already been confirmed by science.
Image Source: joeiovino.com

Greatest Miracle in the Bible
John 1:1-3
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made.

Image Source: joeiovino.com

Purpose of Miracles
Matthew 12:38-41 (NLT)
38 One day some teachers of religious law and Pharisees came to
Jesus and said, “Teacher, we want you to show us a miraculous sign
to prove your authority.” 39 But Jesus replied, “Only an evil,
adulterous generation would demand a miraculous sign; but the
only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as
Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three
nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three
days and three nights.
41

“The people of Nineveh will stand up against this generation on
judgment day and condemn it, for they repented of their sins at the
preaching of Jonah. Now someone greater than Jonah is here - but
you refuse to repent.
Image Source: ehow.com

Purpose of Miracles
Most Miracles Done
During Times of:
• Moses
• Elijah & Elisha
• Jesus & Apostles

Time of Moses:
• Pharoah (10)
• Parting of Red Sea
• 10 Commandments
• Burning Bush
• God Descends on Mt. Sinai
• Water From a Rock
• Rod into a Serpent
• Feeding the Israelites

Although miracles are powerful, and they provide evidence
for believing in Jesus, they don’t always lead to repentance
/ belief. The main goals of miracles are to confirm God’s
messenger, God’s message, and God’s power.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Is Jesus, God?
To find out, we need to answer 6 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

Resurrection Chronology
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Jesus died: John 19:28-34
Empty tomb: John 20
Reaction of Jewish officials: Mt 28:2-4 & 28:11-15
Jesus appears after His resurrection: 1 Cor 15:3-8
Explosion of Christian church: Acts 2:32 (3,000 added)
Conversion of Paul the persecutor (Acts 9)…and James.
Disciples willing to die brutal deaths: Acts 12:2

Not once did a single disciple or witness to Jesus’
resurrection change their story. In fact, many died a
brutal death for the truth they witnessed personally.

Did Jesus Rise from the Dead?
1 Corinthians 15:3-8
3I

passed on to you what was most important and what had
also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the
Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the
dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. 5 He was
seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. 6 After that, he was
seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he was
seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as
though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him.

What makes this passage so significant? →

Jesus’ Resurrection: Overwhelming Evidence
The evidence for the resurrection of Jesus is so solid that if it were
taken to a court of law today, the judge and jury would be forced to
admit it's true…based on the indisputable facts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The tomb was (and still is) empty.
Early resurrection testimony: 540+ eyewitnesses to Jesus.
Enemy testimony: Roman guards, James & Saul.
Multiple, independent, eyewitness sources (8-9).
Extra-biblical references (10 ancient sources*).
Early church explosion (no other explanation).
Transformed lives of disciples + conversion of Paul & James.
456 prophecies fulfilled perfectly: Jesus’ birth, death & resurrection.
Disciples died brutally because they knew Jesus’ resurrection was true.

Image Source: southlighhtsstudio.net

People may die for something they believe to be true,
but no one will ever die for something they know is a lie.
* Note: The Roman Empire was one of the most powerful of all time, yet the emperor during the time that Jesus lived is
mentioned in only 8 sources. Jesus? 10. His existence and accomplishments are historical facts that can’t be denied.

Jesus’ Resurrection: Compelling Evidence
The facts surrounding the eyewitness testimony as it relates to Jesus
are significant:

1. Eyewitnesses to events agree on major details, but differ on minor
details.
2. This is the nature of NT documents - NT writers did not collude to
iron out details.
3. 27 different New testament books; 8-9 different authors.
4. Multiple (8-9), independent, eyewitness, written sources dating
back to the resurrection itself. These include…
5. Matthew, Mark, John, Peter, Paul, James, Luke, and the writer of
Hebrews. (e.g. Luke 1:1-4)
6. 19 people named as witnesses; more than 500 others cited, 12
occasions…over 540 total. (1 Cor 15:3-8)
7. If a judge listened to 15 minutes of testimony from each of these
eyewitnesses during 8-hour days, it would take almost 17 days!!!
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Historical Cross-Hairs
Luke 3:1-2
1 It

was now the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, the
Roman emperor. Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea;
Herod Antipas was ruler over Galilee; his brother Philip
was ruler over Iturea and Traconitis; Lysanias was ruler
over Abilene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests.
At this time a message from God came to John son of
Zechariah, who was living in the wilderness.
Does this sound like Luke is making up a story?
1.
2.
3.
4.

An exact date is given: A.D. 29.
All 8 people are known from history (and can be verified).
All were known to live at this exact time.
This is not a myth or fairy tale.
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Extra-Biblical Sources
•

•

The New Testament story is confirmed by 10 ancient,
non-Christian sources, including:

➢

Historians: Josephus, Tacitus, Suetonius,
Thallus, Phlegon

➢

Government Officials: Pliny the Younger,
Emperor Trajan, Emperor Hadrian

➢

Other Sources: Including The Jewish Talmud
and Greek writer Lucian.

Compiling their references, we get a story congruent
with the New Testament…

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Extra-Biblical Storyline
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Jesus lived during time of Tiberius Caesar.
He lived a virtuous life.
He was a wonder-worker.
He had a brother named James.
He was acclaimed to be the Messiah.
He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
An eclipse and earthquake occurred when He died.
He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.
His disciples believed He rose from the dead.
His disciples were willing to die for their belief.
Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome.
His disciples denied the Roman gods and worshiped Jesus as God.

This is the exact same storyline that’s
found in the Bible’s New Testament.
Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

10 Results of Christ’s Resurrection
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Guarantees our justification.
Guarantees the Holy Spirt will live in us.
Guarantees fruitful labor.
Guarantees our own resurrection.
Exchanges bodily corruption for incorruption.
Exchanges material body for spiritual body.
Proves that Jesus is God / only way to heaven.
Warns humanity of the coming Judgment Day.
Forever seals the doom of Satan.
Provides eternal life to those who trust Jesus.

Image Source: Vimeo – Crescent Springs Baptist Church

Romans 4:13-25
John 16:5-9
1 Cor. 15:58; Eph 2:10
2 Cor. 4:14
1 Cor. 15:42
15:35-46
1 Cor. 15:44
Romans 1:1-4; John 14:6
Acts 17:30-31
Heb. 2:14; Rev. 20:7-10
John 3:16; Titus 3:3-7

Adapted from Source: The Complete Book of Bible Lists

Is Jesus, God?
To find out, we need to answer 6 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

Bible - Fulfilled Prophecies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There are over 2,500 EXTREMELY PRECISE prophecies in the Bible.
They describe Bible names, places, events, and people…in detail.
They also predict the future of specific nations, cities & humanity.
These prophecies were often made hundreds of years in advance…
…and took place well after most of the prophets passed away.
There are 456 specific prophecies regarding Jesus’ birth, death &
resurrection.
…including the mention of crucifixion - 800 years before it was
invented!
To date, about 2,000 biblical prophecies have been fulfilled
precisely without error!
What are the odds of chance fulfillment without error?
Less than 1 in 102000 (1050 is considered statistically impossible)

There is simply no logical way to explain the fulfilled
prophecies found in the Bible other than divine origin.

Red Silver Dollar

Texas: 268,581 Square Miles!
Image Source: venombyte.com

Red Silver Dollar
• Texas: 268,581 square miles…
• Build a surrounding fence.
• Fill it 2-feet deep with silver dollars.
• Paint just one silver dollar red.
• Have someone mix them up…
• If you started at Louisiana border…
• …and walked BLINDFOLDED into TX…
The odds of you selecting the ONE red silver dollar
on your FIRST TRY are the same odds of Jesus
fulfilling just 8 of 456 messianic prophecies by chance.
Image Source: movinginsider.com

Jesus Birth, Death & Resurrection
456 specific prophecies were clearly and definitively
fulfilled - including precise details of what would be
done TO Jesus by his enemies.

Probability of chance fulfillment of just
8 of those 456 prophecies = 1 in 1017…
1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000

How about fulfilling 48 of the 456 prophecies?
= 1 in 10157
1 in 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000,
000,000,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000

Need Some Perspective?
For Jesus to fulfill just 48 of His 456 prophecies
by chance, the odds would be = 1 in 10157
1 in 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000,
000,000,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000

The approximate number
of known electrons in the
entire universe is only

1079
(Anything beyond 1 in 1050 is statistically impossible.)
Image Source: chartdiagram.com

Only One Explanation
The odds that Jesus fulfilled all 456 individual
prophecies by chance are statistically
impossible. The ONLY way he was able to
fulfill every prophecy perfectly (which He did)
was because He is who He claimed to be: God
Are you willing to base your eternal security
in a belief system or person other than Jesus
(who proved He is God)? If so, the odds of
you being right are literally impossible.

For more information on the evidence
showing that Jesus is God, check out:

Image Source: amazon.com

Is Jesus, God?
To find out, we need to answer 6 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

Image Source: turnbacktogod.com

Jesus Affirmed the Old Testament
1. Then Jesus took them through the writings of
Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all
the Scriptures the things concerning himself:
Luke 24:27
2. The Scriptures…testify of me: John 5:39
3. Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or
the Prophets… Matthew 5:17-18
4. “It is Written”…the authority of the OT is cited
this same way 92 times in the NT.
5. From Abel to Zechariah: Matthew 23:35
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Matthew 23:34-35
“Therefore, I am sending you prophets and wise
men and teachers of religious law. But you will kill
some by crucifixion, and you will flog others with
whips in your synagogues, chasing them from city
to city. 35 As a result, you will be held responsible
for the murder of all godly people of all time—
from the murder of righteous Abel to the murder
of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you killed in
the Temple between the sanctuary and the altar.

A reference to the first and last OT murders.
This is Jesus’ panoramic affirmation of the OT.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Jesus Promised the New Testament
John 14:26
26

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 16:13
13

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is
yet to come.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Is Jesus, God?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Did Jesus claim to be God?
Does Jesus possess the attributes of God?
Did Jesus perform miracles?
Did Jesus rise from the dead?
Did Jesus fulfill prophecy perfectly?
Did Jesus teach the Bible is the Word of God?

To refute Christianity, you’d have to
explain away THE most documented
and verified fact in ancient history:
The resurrection of Jesus, God himself.

One Other Critical Detail…
Not only did Jesus prove that He is GOD, but...
John 14:6
6

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one can come to the Father except through me.

1 Tim 2:5
12 There

is salvation in no one else. God has given no
other name under heaven by which we must be saved.

…He also proved He is the ONLY way to heaven.

Remember This Illustration?

60 seconds:
How many squares
do you see?

33
Source: blogs.hbr.org

When we understand how the pieces fit
together, it allows us to discover real truth.

When We Examine the Evidence…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creation (Beginning)
Follow the Evidence
Design (Universe & Life)
to it’s Most
Miracles (Historical Evidence)
Logical Conclusion
Objective Moral Law
Immaterial: Logic, Mind, Will, Emotions, Information
Bible, God’s Word (Internal & External Evidence)
Jesus, God in Human Form (Historical Evidence)
Other Laws: Nature, Physics, Science, Math
Archaeology
Every Law Requires a Law-Giver
History
Science
God’s uniformity in nature,
and His laws of logic, are
what allow science to exist.

…It Shows That God Does Exist,
and that Jesus is God.

Image Source: Invision Free

World Belief Systems - Which One Is True?
Only One Can Be True:

• Christianity
• Judaism
• Islam
Based on the verifiable
facts and evidence,
Christianity can be the
only true belief system.

Can’t Be True:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hinduism
Buddhism
New Age
Secular Humanism
Mormonism
Polytheism
Wicca
Confucianism
Taoism
Atheism
Image Source: wondrouspics.com

Lord, Liar, or Lunatic?
“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic - on the level with a man who says he is
a poached egg - or he would be the devil of hell. You must
take your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of God,
or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him
up for a fool or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord
and God. But let us not come with any patronizing
nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has
not left that open to us.”
- C.S. Lewis

Text Source: whoisjesus-really.com/english/claims.htm

Image Source: cslewisqoute.com

The Choice Is Yours
The scientific, philosophical, historical, and logical facts
and evidence that point to (1) the existence of God,
(2) the 100% accuracy and trustworthiness of the Bible,
and (3) the resurrection of Jesus Christ (who claimed and
proved to be God) are legitimate and overwhelming.

In Mark 8:29, Jesus was talking to His disciples. He
asked them the same question that he’s asking you:

“What about you?
Who do you say that I am?”
This is the most important question you’ll ever
answer. It carries profound eternal significance.

Apologetics 101
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Does spiritual truth exist?
Does God exist?
Is the Bible God’s only true Word?
Is Jesus, God? Why is He the only way to heaven?
Common objections to Christianity (and answers).
How to live with true meaning & purpose.

Image Source: tayaradio.com

When Objections Come:
Defend in Love
1 Peter 3:15 (ESV)
Always be prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect.

Image Source: epicparent.tv

Spiritual Conversation Starters
Download the file to the left at:
http://tiny.cc/convstarters

We should ask questions to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Engage people.
Show an interest in them.
Gain more information.
Find out WHAT they believe.
Find out WHY they believe it.
Stay focused.
Avoid rabbit trail discussions.

Questions Are Extremely Powerful
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Questions demand answers.
Questions stimulate thinking.
Questions give us valuable information.
Questions put you in control.
Questions get people to open up.
Questions help people self-discover.
Questions are less confrontational.
Questions sometimes reverse themselves.

Jesus used questions in powerful ways to:
Listen - Engage - Love - Teach
Adapted from: Dorothy Leeds

Image Source: wondrouspics.com

8 Easy Responses to Objections
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What do you mean by that?
Can you give me an example?
How do you know that to be true?
How did you come to that conclusion?
Where did you get your information?
Have you ever considered they could be wrong?
If I could share with you a better explanation,
would it interest you?
8. How? Why? Please explain. Tell me more.

Seek to listen and understand, not to respond.
For more information, visit: http://tiny.cc/convstarters

Objection:
No one can know truth / spiritual truth.
All roads lead to God.
• Truth is simply reality: the way things are. All truth is absolute.
• Truth exists in every area of our lives, including spiritually.
• Truth exists regardless of our beliefs & whether or not we know
it or accept it. It’s true for everyone at all times. (i.e. gravity)
• God has given evidence beyond a reasonable doubt to reveal
that spiritual truth does exist. There is only one way to God.
• All roads can’t lead to God because all religions teach different
things. Opposites can’t both be true at the same time.
• Christianity is unique both in what it claims, and the verifiable
evidence that it provides as being absolutely true.
• All other religions involve human effort (“DO”). Christianity
states that salvation is a free gift received through trust alone
in Jesus based upon His work on the cross (“DONE”).

World Belief Systems - Which One Is True?
Only One Can Be True:

• Christianity
• Judaism
• Islam
Based on the verifiable
facts and evidence,
Christianity can be the
only true belief system.

Can’t Be True:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hinduism
Buddhism
New Age
Secular Humanism
Mormonism
Polytheism
Wicca
Confucianism
Taoism
Atheism
Image Source: wondrouspics.com

Objection:
I don’t believe in God or heaven / hell.
1. Why? Answers: Emotional, Intellectual, or Choice?
2. Our beliefs don’t change whether or not something
exists, or is true.
3. The evidence for God is compelling. The “Big 5”…
Creation:
Design:

Time, space, matter & energy from nothing.
Complexity found in life (cell), the universe,
and the scientific laws.
Moral Law: We all know right from wrong.
Miracles: Creation, resurrection of Jesus, life, etc.
Immaterial: Logic, reason, mind, will, emotions,
conscience, personality, information, etc.

Objection:
The Bible is full of errors, contradictions & myths.
1.
2.

Most Bible contradictions are easily explained when placed in proper context.
Differences written by authors don’t necessarily mean contradictions.
e.g. 1 vs. 2 angels at the tomb. Contradiction? Diff = authentic, not collusion.
3. There are viable and intelligent answers to every alleged Bible contradiction.
4. Evidence suggests we have accurate copies of the biblical manuscripts, and
that they are trustworthy, and represent absolute truth (not myths):
i.
History: 25,000 archaeology digs - no Biblical contradictions.
ii. Manuscripts: 10,000 OT / 25,000 NT copies… 99% accuracy.
iii. New Testament Evidence: Early testimony (0-37 yrs); resurrection
eyewitnesses (540+), extra-Biblical (Jesus mentioned in 10 ancient
non-Christian sources…Roman emperor at the time = 9).
i.
Human Element: Disciples died for what they KNEW to be true.
ii. Science: No proven scientific fact disagrees with the Bible.
iii. Unity & Structure: 66 books, 40 writers, 1 author (God) - initially written
on 3 continents, 3 languages, over 1,500 yrs….yet the overall message
and unity is precisely divine.
i.
Fulfilled Prophecy: Over 2,000 to date fulfilled perfectly, without error.
ii. Answers the “meaning & purpose” questions of life.

Miracle of Creation: Myth or Fact?
• Science proves that the universe had a beginning.
• Time, space, matter & energy are created things, which
means that they must have a creator.
• Created things can’t create themselves from nothing.

Image Source: joeiovino.com

Biblical Flood: Myth or Fact?
About 85% of the rock surface around the world is
made up of sedimentary rock (formed by mud,
water & pressure), and these layers contains millions
of fossils, indicating that at some time in the past,
the world was covered by water.

Follow the evidence to it’s most logical conclusion.
Image & Text Source: Answers in Genesis

The Fossil Record & Geologic Column
Evolutionists assert that the various
rock layers in the earth’s crust were laid
down over millions or billions of years,
and that death and suffering have
always existed. Interestingly, they date
the age of a fossil based on the layer of
rock in which that fossil is found.
However, they date the layers by the
fossils found in those layers. This is
circular reasoning, not a scientific fact.
Ironically, the only two places in the
entire world where the “geologic
column” exists is in humanistic, school
textbooks and museums. In other
words, the geologic column is made up
and has never been seen in nature.
Source: Russ Miller

Source: ThingLink

Let’s assess the real fossil evidence…

The Observable Scientific Evidence
The idea of the earth being millions or
billions of years old came from a made up
interpretation of the rock layers and fossils.
However, if there really was a global flood
like the Bible says, we should find:
• Billions of dead things,
• Buried in rock layers,
• Laid down by water,
• All over the earth.
This is exactly what we find! The flood
waters ripped up miles of sediment,
re-depositing it in layers. Organisms got
trapped and buried, turning into fossils.
There is no need for millions of years to
form the rock layers. The Bible’s history
concerning the Flood explains it!
Text Source: Answers in Genesis

Image Source: compass.org

The Observable
Scientific Evidence
Matches the Biblical
Flood Account
PERFECTLY!

How Can Fossils Be So Abundant on Earth?

The Biblical Flood is the only logical explanation
based on the observable scientific evidence.

Biblical Flood: Myth or Fact?
The fossil evidence points away from evolution and
right to rapid fossilization congruent to what we would
expect to see as a result of a worldwide flood. (Genesis)

Source: Answers in Genesis

This is proof of rapid fossilization, which requires
rapid burial and special conditions that are
completely aligned with the Biblical Flood.

Polystrate Fossilization
A polystrate fossil is a fossil of a single
organism (such as a tree trunk) that extends
through more than one geological stratum.
How can this be possible
if each geologic column
was supposedly formed
over millions of years, yet
the oldest known living
tree is only 4,800 years?
Text Source: http://en.wikipedia.org
Image Source: Panoramio.com

Millions of years or Biblical flood?

Petrified Fossilization
…the result of a tree or tree-like plants
having completely transitioned to stone
by the process of permineralization.
The petrifaction process of trees occur
underground, when wood becomes
buried under sediment and is initially
preserved due to a lack of oxygen which
inhibits aerobic decomposition.
Mineral-laden water flowing through the
sediment deposits minerals and a stone
mold forms in its place.
This complete process of petrified
fossilization usually takes less than 100
years to complete.

Millions of
years or
Biblical flood?
Source: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrified_wood

Polystrate Fossilization
How did this tree grow
upside down through
multiple geologic
columns that were
supposedly formed
over millions of years?

Millions of
years or Biblical
flood?
Image Source: thefreepressonline.co.uk

Does the Bible Mention Dinosaurs?

Source: Answers in Genesis

The Bible & Dinosaurs (“Great Lizard”)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Most scientists say they evolved 235 MYA & died 65 MYA.
Some say they died off; others say they evolved into birds.
These same scientists also state that humans evolved 3 MYA.
Does the Bible mention dinosaurs?
The first English Bible was produced in 1380 (John Wycliffe).
The word “dinosaur” wasn’t created until 1841.
Dinosaurs used to be called dragons (Hebrew: “tanniyan”).
Bible mentions Hebrew word “tanniyan” 28 times.
Size of an average dinosaur = that of a small horse. Fit on Ark.
Global flood changed everything: atmospheric conditions,
lifespan of humans / animals, quality of life & growth rates.
• Numerous historical writings mention that humans &
“dragons” lived together.
Image Source: writersthoughts-brianna.blogspot.com

Elephant, Hippo, or Dinosaur?
Job 40:15-18 (NIV)
15 “Look at the behemoth, which I made along with
you and which feeds on grass like an ox.
16 What strength he has in his loins, what power in
the muscles of his belly! 17 His tail sways like a
cedar; the sinews of his thighs are close-knit.
18 His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like rods
of iron…

Let’s take a look at that cedar-like tail…

Cedars of Lebanon
• Extremely tall & stout.
• They grow up to 130 feet tall.
• 8+ feet in diameter

Image Source: Wikipedia

…Tail Sways Like A Cedar? No.

Image Source: hard-lessons.com

…Tail Sways Like A Cedar? No.

Image Source: writersthoughts-brianna.blogspot.com

…Tail Sways Like A Cedar? Yes.

Job 40 doesn’t resemble an elephant or
hippo, but rather, a dinosaur!

Evidence Dinosaurs Lived Recently
• God’s Word is clear there was no “dinosaur era” millions of years before humans existed. The Bible states that
humans were alive at the same time as dinosaurs and humans were created to take dominion over all that God
had just created. Adam named every kind of animal after they were created. Genesis 1 says God created
the great beasts, and dinosaurs qualify. Behemoth, likely a sauropod, lived with Job (see Job 40:15).
• In June 2015, researchers working in a London museum discovered what looks like red blood cells and collagen
fibers in supposedly 65-million-year-old dinosaur fossils! However, if these bones are 65 million years old like
evolutionists suggest, they shouldn’t be fresh. And they certainly should not have soft tissue and blood cells
still inside.
• Not only were blood cells found, but soft and pliable tissue as well, including flexible blood vessels. It’s hard to
imagine how soft tissue could have lasted even 5,000 years or so since the Flood of Noah's day when
creationists propose the dinosaur was buried. Such a thing could hardly happen today, for soft tissue decays
rather quickly under any condition.
• This isn’t the first time that soft tissue has been discovered in dinosaur fossils that are supposedly millions of
years old. Over 50 scientific, peer-reviewed journal articles describe 14 bio-organic materials in dinosaur bones
that simply should not exist if the dinosaurs died out 65 million years ago. Because the “expiration date” for
these 14 bio-organic materials is well before 65 million years, they must be just thousands of years old.
For a comprehensive article with photos, visit: https://genesisapologetics.com/faqs/dinosaurs-lived-recently-and-died-in-noahs-flood/

The scientific evidence affirms the Bible’s historical accounts that the earth’s
age is young (thousands of years), that dinosaurs lived recently (with humans),
and they died in Noah’s flood. This is fatally damaging to the “long age” theory
of evolution. God’s Word can be trusted, and science always affirms this.
Sources: newscientist.com; Answers in Genesis; Creation.com; Genesis Apologetics; Truth in Genesis; icr.org

Objection:
Jesus isn’t God. He’s just a good person;
a wise teacher; a religious leader; the “son of God”.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Jesus claimed to be God.
Jesus performed miracles to reveal the power of God.
Jesus rose from the dead…proving He is God.
Jesus precisely and perfectly fulfilled 456 prophecies
…which is statistically impossible by chance.
5. Jesus taught the Bible is the only Word of God.
6. There is overwhelming, verifiable, historical evidence
to show that Jesus is God.
7. The life and resurrection of Jesus is one of the most
well-documented historical facts in ancient history.

What does it mean that Jesus is the “Son of God”?
1. Jesus is not God’s son in the sense of a human father and son.
2. Jesus is God the Son in the sense that He is God made manifest in
human form. (Mat 26:63-64)
3. Jesus is God the Son in that He was conceived in Mary by the Holy
Spirit. (Luke 1:35) “the Holy one…”

4. To be the “Son of God” is to be the “same nature as God”. (John
19:7) …which is why Jesus was sentenced to die. He was claiming
to be God = blasphemy (Lev 24:15).
5. Using the ESV and KJV, see Judas in John 17:12 & 2 Thes 2:3. Just as
with Jesus, this represents a title or identity, not a family structure.
6. Son of Man is a Messianic title (Daniel 7:13-14). It’s also a human
reference (John 1:14). Jesus is fully God and fully man (2 natures).

7. Among people of ancient times, the important meaning of “Son of”
= “one who has the same nature as”. Jesus, as the Son of God,
has the same nature as God, which means that Jesus is God.

Source: gotquestions.org

Jehovah’s Witnesses…
Claim: “Jesus is the ‘son of God’, and the ‘firstborn of
creation’, which means he is a created being, not God.”
1. Jehovah Witnesses will quote these verses: Col 1:15-16.

2. Biblically, Christ was not created. He is the Creator.
(Colossians 1:16; John 1:3)
3. The term firstborn, defined biblically, means that Christ is
“first in rank” or “number one” over the creation He
brought into being. (Describing the authority of Jesus.)
4. Their (false) translation is purposely altered to deny the
deity of Jesus & the Holy Spirit. (John 1:3 reads “a God”.)
5. Here’s the good news: We can use their translation (NWT)
to show the truth (in love) why Jesus is God. How?

Using the Jehovah’s Witness (false) version of the Bible
(New World Translation), go to the book of Revelation…
- Read Rev 1:8, then pose the question, “who is the Alpha &
Omega?” They will answer: Jehovah God (God the Father)
- Read Rev 22:13, then pose the question again, “who is the
Alpha & Omega?” They will answer: Jehovah God
- Read Rev 1:17, then pose the question, “Who is the First and
the Last?” They will answer: Jehovah God
- Read Rev 1:18, and then simply ask, “When exactly did
Jehovah God die?” God didn’t die. Jesus did die physically, but He was raised
from the dead 3 days later. His divine nature was unaffected - He did not die spiritually.

- If needed (which is highly unlikely at this point), you can read
with them Rev. 22:13 & 22:16 to show that Jesus is God.

Apologetics is all about asking the right questions.
Source: christianministriesintl.org

The Real Truth
1. In Rev 22:12-13, Jesus Christ, says of himself, "I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End".
2. In Rev 1:17-18, Jesus again refers to himself as the “First and the
Last”.
3. Rev 1:8 and 21:6 speaks of God the Father, saying, "I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End”.
4. God is also referred to as the "First and the Last" in Isaiah 44:6
and Isaiah 48:12.

5. The original Greek words are exactly the same, showing (even in
the New World Translation) that Jesus is God.

Question: If Jesus is not God, how can the
verses above be true since, by definition,
there can be only one first and last?
Adapted from: The Interactive Bible

Why Are Words Added?
1. In Colossians 1:15-17 the word "other" is inserted 4 times in the
New World Translation even though it's not in the original Greek,
nor is it implied.
2. There are only two Greek words for "other": heteros and allos.
3. When referencing all of the Greek manuscripts that we have
available to us today, neither heteros nor allos are located
anywhere in Colossians 1:15-17.
4. Furthermore, in the context of Colossians, “firstborn” does not
mean the “first one created”. Colossians is talking about Jesus’
supreme authority and rank as God over all of His creation.

The Truth: Not only is there a mistranslation in the
Jehovah’s Witnesses Bible, but there is also a
misinterpretation of the meaning of Colossians 1.
Adapted from: The Interactive Bible

Jesus Called God…by God the Father
1. In Hebrews 1:8, God the Father calls Jesus, God.

2. For some reason though, rather than rendering the
Greek manuscripts correctly for Hebrews 1:8 as,
"Your throne, O God...", Jehovah’s Witnesses
mistranslate it as "God is your throne...".
3. The error goes deeper though. This verse is actually a
quote from Psalm 45:6 in the OT. This verse can only be
translated (from Hebrew) as, "Your throne, O God..."
Question: Why would the JW translators alter both
the Old Testament AND the New Testament verses?
Adapted from: The Interactive Bible

Jesus is Mighty God
1. In Isaiah 9:6, Jesus Christ is referred to as
"Mighty God":
“For there has been a child born to us, there
has been a son given to us…His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God..."
2. In Isaiah 10:20-21, Jehovah is also referred to as
"Mighty God".
Question: Even in the New World Translation,
doesn’t this show that Jesus is God?
Adapted from: The Interactive Bible

Only One God
1. The Jehovah’s Witnesses New World Translation (NWT)
incorrectly translates John 1:1 by adding “a” before God:
"... and the Word was WITH God, and the Word was a god".

2. Not only is this a mistranslation, but how can the Word
(Jesus) be "a god" if God says in Deuteronomy 32:39,
‘See now that I am He, and there is no god beside Me’?
3. This article clearly explains the NWT error:
http://tiny.cc/nwt-error

Adapted from: The Interactive Bible

Only One Savior
1. Both the Bible and the New World Translation
state that ONLY God is our Savior:
Hosea 13:4, Isaiah 43:11, 45:21
2. Both the Bible and the New World Translation
also state that Jesus is our Savior:
Luke 2:11, Philippians 3:20, Titus 2:13, 3:6, 2 Peter
1:1, 2:20, 3:18, etc.
Question: Again, even in the New World
Translation, doesn’t this show that Jesus is God?

Trinity - 3 Personal Beings, 1 God
1. The Trinity is a term describing the Biblical revelation of God existing in
three persons, being of one essence, identical in nature, and co-equal
in attributes and perfections.
2. The Bible teaches that there is a Person in Scripture known as the
Father, who is God (Ephesians 1:2).
3. The Bible teaches of another Person in Scripture called the Son (Jesus
Christ) who is God (Titus 2:13).
4. The Bible teaches of yet another Person called the Holy Spirit (or Spirit
of God) who is God (Acts 5:3-4).
5. Why is this important? The one Greek word theos, "God," is used of all
three Persons - ascribing the same divine nature to each.
6. Interestingly, in Titus 2:13, the New World Translation (NWT) adds “of
our” at the end of verse 13 to completely change the meaning of the
verse even though “of our” is found nowhere in the Greek manuscripts.
Question: By incorrectly adding “of our”, how (and why) did the
Jehovah’s Witnesses change the meaning of Titus 2:13 in the errant NWT?
Adapted from: The Interactive Bible

Christianity: 1 God, 3 Beings
Image Source: La Vista Church

1 God … 3 Personal Beings … sharing 1 Divine Nature.
All are equal in essence, but different in function.

Christianity: 1 God, 3 Beings
Image Source: Justin Taylor

1 God … 3 Personal Beings … sharing 1 Divine Nature.
All are equal in essence, but different in function.

Jesus and the Father are God
Jesus Is Equal to
the Father in His:
Divine nature.
Divine essence.
Divine attributes.
Divine character.

Jesus is Subordinate to
the Father in His:
Human nature.
Human function.
Human office.
Human position.

Jesus is both fully God and
fully human at the same time.
Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

The Holy Spirit Is God
10 Key Attributes of the Holy Spirit
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

He is equal with the Father and the Son.
He is eternal.
He is omnipotent.
He is omniscient.
He is omnipresent.
He has a mind.
He has a will.
He speaks.
He loves us.
He prays for us.

Image Source: New Life Baptist Church

Matt 28:19-20, Acts 5:3-4
Hebrews 9:14
Gen 1:2
1 Cor 2:10-11
Psalm 139:7
Romans 8:27
1 Cor. 12:11
Acts 8:29
Romans 15:30
Romans 8:26

Text Source: The Complete Book of Bible Lists

The Holy Spirit Is God
11 Important Roles / Ministries of the Holy Spirit
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Convicts unbelievers of sin.
Corrects and rebukes believers.
Regenerates the believing sinner.
Indwells / fills a new believer (instantly).
Reveals spiritual truth.
Restrains sin in the world.
Equips for service (spiritual gifts).
Produces spiritual fruit (evidence).
Changes believers into image of Jesus.
Guarantees salvation / eternal life.
Empowers believers for witnessing.

John 16:1-14
Hebrews 12:1-12
John 3:1-20; Ezek 11:19-20
1 Corinthians 3:16-17
John 15:26; 1 John 2:27
2 Thessalonians 2
1 Corinthians 12
Galatians 5:22-23
2 Corinthians 3:18
Ephesians 4:30
Acts 1:8

Like God the Father and God the Son, God the Holy Spirit
is equal in divine essence, but different in function.
Source: The Complete Book of Bible Lists

Summary: Why the NWT is an Error

Click to Watch: http://tiny.cc/jwvideo

Jesus: Fully Man & Fully God
The Greek manuscripts and the Bible teach that Jesus was
fully God and fully human at the time of His incarnation:
Philippians 2:7:
5 You

must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though He
was God, He did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.
7 Instead, He gave up his divine privileges; He took the humble position
of a slave, and was born as a human being. When he appeared in
human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a
criminal’s death on a cross.

When assessing the overall evidence, it overwhelmingly
shows that Jesus is God and the Christian Bible is true.
The New World Translation has proven errors.

Objections:
Jesus didn’t really die.
His tomb wasn’t empty.
His disciples made up the resurrection story.

Objections:
Jesus didn’t really die.
His tomb wasn’t empty.
His disciples made up the resurrection story.

Let’s take a closer look…

Image Sources: Stock Fresh

11 Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Mary Magdalene remained at site of tomb.
Other women returning to tomb.
Peter.
Disciples on road to Emmaus.
10 disciples.
11 disciples a week after His resurrection.
7 disciples by the Sea of Galilee.
More than 500.
James, the brother of Jesus.
11 disciples on the mountain of Galilee.
Those present at the Ascension of Jesus.

John 20:11-17
Matthew 28:9-10
Luke 24:34
Luke 24:13-34
Luke 24:36-51
John 20:26-29
John 21:1-23
1 Cor. 15:1-9; Acts 9:1-5
1 Cor. 15:7
Matt. 28:16-20
Acts 1:3-9

Jesus appeared to over 547 people after his resurrection.

• Jesus appeared to both unbelievers (James and Paul at
the time of Jesus’ resurrection) and believers.
• These appearances were not hallucinations.
Adapted from Source: The Complete Book of Bible Lists

Additional Context Surrounding Jesus’ Tomb

Rock:
• To seal the tomb, a 2-ton (5,000 lb.) rock was rolled down a channel
in front of the tomb.
• The disciples found this rock moved OPPOSITE of the channel, and
UP a hill.
Roman Seal:
• Used to display the power and authority of Roman Empire.
• If this seal was broken by anyone, execution followed.
Roman Guard:
• 4-20 (possibly more) - Top-level security (Matt. 27:62-66)

7 Empty Tomb Theories - and the Real Truth
The necessity of an “Empty Tomb Theory” guarantees that the tomb was empty!
Theories
Logic: Why / How?
Tomb wasn’t empty.
Why did Jesus’ enemies say the tomb was empty? Matt. 28
Disciples stole Jesus’ body.
How? Why? (They weren’t expecting Jesus to rise from dead.)
Disciples looked in wrong tomb. Why didn’t Jewish leaders supply Jesus’ body from correct tomb?
Jesus wasn’t dead (swoon).
Romans were experts in killing. Spear thrust: blood + water = death.
Hallucination.
Jesus appeared to 547+ people at different times / places.
Spiritual resurrection only.
Numerous people touched Jesus (Mary, Thomas); plus Jesus ate.
Disciples fabricated resurrection. Why? They were beaten, tortured, and killed for their beliefs.

What does the evidence show?
The “Empty Tomb” transformed
Jesus’ disciples overnight from
cowards to courageous men who
died for what they knew to be true.
Dr. Paul Maier: ...“if a source admits a
fact decidedly not in its favor, then that
fact is genuine.”
Image Source: pastormattblog.com

Review: 6 Proofs Showing that Jesus is God
1. Old Testament prophets predicted the Messiah would rise from
the dead. (Psalm 16:10; Psalm 30:3; Acts 2:27-31; Acts 10:43;
Acts 13:33-35; Matt. 12:40). The prophecies were recorded
hundreds of years beforehand.
2. Jesus predicted His own death and resurrection. (Matt.16:21;
Matt 17:9,23; Matt 21:19; Matt 26:32,56; John 2:19,21). Even the
unbelieving Pharisees remembered His prophecies about rising
from the dead (Matt. 27:62-64)

3. Jesus’ disciples, who fled when He was arrested, were so
convinced He rose from the dead they were martyred for Him.
They remembered Jesus had prophesied His own resurrection
(John 2:22). Peter, who had previously denied Him three times,
boldly preached He rose from the dead (Acts 2:24,32; Acts 3:15;
Acts 4:2,10; Acts 5:30; Acts 10:40-41).
Adapted Slightly from Source: Kent Crockett - Making Life Count Ministries

Review: 6 Proofs Showing that Jesus is God
4. Pontius Pilate ordered Roman soldiers at the tomb to keep His
body from being stolen. (Matt 27:62-66). The Roman guards
reported to the chief priests that He rose from the dead.
(Matt. 28:11-15)
5. After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to over 500
people. (1 Cor. 15:4-8)
6. Paul, who had murdered Christians, was changed after met the
resurrected Jesus and preached for years about His resurrection.
(Acts 9:1-6, Acts 13:30; Acts 13:33-37, 1 Cor. 15:8)

The resurrection evidence is overwhelming:
Jesus is God
Further reading: http://tiny.cc/bibleproof
Adapted Slightly from Source: Kent Crockett - Making Life Count Ministries

Objection:
Why does God allow evil and suffering?

Visit this link to watch the video:
http://tiny.cc/godisgood

Objection:
Why does God allow evil and suffering?
1. Evil and suffering are not part of the original, perfect
creation. Evil and suffering are the result of sin.
2. We as humans are responsible for evil, not God.
3. Evil exists as a result of our free-will choices.
4. Evil and suffering sometimes help us to grow / mature.
5. Evil and suffering often turns our attention to God.
6. We can’t always see the eternal perspective.
7. With billions of interacting choices made every day,
every evil may result in good either now, later, or in
eternity (the ripple effect).
8. If God were to remove evil, he may start with me or you!
9. Someday, God will remove all evil…forever.
10. It’s ok to say, “I know it isn’t easy, but God is good.”

Objection:
God is a moral monster, especially in the OT.
1. God showed love and compassion over and over again in OT.
2. Some of what God did in the OT was for the good / protection of
other people, including the nation of Israel (lineage of Jesus).
3. God isn’t committing murder or genocide by ending lives on earth.
4. God, as Creator, has the right (and authority) to usher people into
the next life whether they are 2 years old or 92 years old.
5. People never cease to exist; they just change locations. Life is eternal.
6. God isn’t arbitrary - He give clear reasons for judging people in OT.
7. Most examples of God’s judgment came w/ plenty of warning, and
was usually a result of continued, horrible sins by godless people.
8. What about slavery in the Bible? Slave trading condemned: 1 Tim 1:10
9. Slavery in the Bible is not race-based; means of working off debt, or
keeping captives of a conquered nation from mustering a rebellion.
10. All are made in the image of God; slave & master equally human,
protected, and one in Christ. (Ex 21:20, Dt 23:15, Job 31:13, Gal 3:28)

Objection:
How can a loving God send people to hell?
1. God never desires for anyone to go to hell…period.
2. God is perfect in His love, but His justice is also perfect.
3. God demands 100% perfection for us to be in His presence.
4. God himself (Jesus) willingly died a brutal death to provide
redemption for humanity.
5. God is the epitome of love, as proven by His actions.
6. In fact, He loves us so much that he gives us free will to
choose Him or reject Him, and His only way of salvation.
7. God doesn’t send anyone to hell - He has provided a way
for us to escape eternal separation from Him.
8. We are empowered to make our own choice.
9. God ultimately gives us what we want / choose.
10.He loves us too much to force us into heaven.

Objection:
What about election and predestination?
Does God choose who goes to heaven and hell?
1. In short, our answer to the second question above (based on
God’s Word) is, NO.
2. Below is a link to one of the best overviews regarding this
controversial topic.
3. The parts highlighted in yellow on this summary also
represent our views, which we believe align perfectly with
the Bible.

http://tiny.cc/election101
Source: www.makinglifecount.net

Objection:
I’ll get right with God later.

1.
2.
3.
4.

No one is guaranteed tomorrow.
You are one breath away from eternity.
Why risk something that will last forever?
What’s stopping you from trusting in Jesus today?

Image Source: wkyc.com

Objection:
What about those who never hear about Jesus?
1. Tension definitely exists in addressing this question.
2. The Bible teaches that God is perfectly loving and just.
3. We can be confident that God will do what is right in light of
both of those character qualities.
4. Missionaries are working as we speak all over the world to
share Jesus with people who have never heard.
5. God can use people, dreams, or whatever method He
chooses to reach people.
6. Right now, let’s focus on you. ☺

Image Source: imb.org

Objection:
I’m a good person / I believe in God / I’m a Christian.
1. What’s your standard: God’s perfection, or other people?
2. You may be a good person, but God demands perfection.
3. Belief in God isn’t enough…trusting Jesus alone is the only
way to heaven. Even Satan / his demons “believe” in God.
4. Big difference between “head” vs. “heart” belief.
5. It’s not that you know Jesus: Does Jesus know you? (Mt 7:21-23)
6. You must be “born again”.
7. Ask, “What makes a person a Christian?”
8. If anything is mentioned other than faith alone in Christ
alone, there’s a huge problem. See verses below…

John 3:7 • Titus 3:3-7 • Romans 6:23 • John 14:6

Evidence of Salvation

• Love:
- God
- God’s People (Church)
- God’s Word (Bible)

• Desires:

Image Source: Shaping Youth

- Evangelism: Tell others about Jesus & how to be saved.
- Help make disciples (maturing followers of Jesus).
- Meet needs of other people (serve).
• Growth:
- Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5).
- Inner peace and joy.
- Love for people who don’t know Jesus.
- New perspective on life & new priorities.
- Persecution (testing of your faith).
- Victory over sin (result of salvation, not to earn salvation).

Objection:
Christians (and religious people) are hypocrites.

1. Definition: person who pretends or acts.
2. Every person alive (including me & you)
is a hypocrite.
3. We have all done bad things; no one is perfect.
4. This reason is exactly why we need a Savior.
5. There’s a foundational difference between
religion vs. a personal relationship with Jesus.
6. Some of Jesus’ most stern words were for the
“religious hypocrites” of that day.

Objection:
The church is just after my money.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

There are some dishonest people who use religion for monetary gain.
Numerous examples of this can be seen on some religious TV shows.
Sadly, in those instances, “pray TV” has become “pay TV”.
This is NOT God’s desire - He will deal with those people at some point.
The prosperity gospel (health, wealth & happiness) is unbiblical.
A very small # of Christian ministries / churches fall into this category.
God does bless some people with a lot of money, but His desire is that all
Christians use a part of their financial resources to help reach others.
Legitimate physical and spiritual needs exist all over the world.
Every church needs financial resources to help meet these needs.
God commands all Christians to give generously as an act of worship.
God doesn’t want your money - He wants your heart. But…
A good indicator of where your heart is can be determined by your
generosity, your mindset about money, and where you spend / invest it.
The Bible is clear: we can’t love both God and money.
God desires to provide for our every need (not wants), but He also expects
us to reinvest in eternal matters - both with our time and money.

Objection:
Haven’t science and evolution disproved God and the Bible?

2 Types of Sciences

Observe. Measure. Repeat.

Interpret Evidence

Everyone has the same facts & evidence. What differs is
our interpretation. We can’t do science without philosophy.
Image Sources: Answers in Genesis, Paw Curious

Important Note: Science & Philosophy
Philosophy is simply the interpretation of facts
(i.e. evidence) made available by the scientific
method. Both believers and unbelievers have
the exact same scientific facts. Facts are
neutral. It’s the interpretation of facts and
evidence that cause differences in beliefs.
In other words, science doesn’t say anything scientists do. In fact, we can’t do science
without philosophy.

Text Source: I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

Image Source: Paw Curious

Scientific Authority
Science doesn’t have the ability or authority
to prove or disprove…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cause of life & universe
God & miracles
Historical events
Darwinian evolution (macro)
Belief systems, including Atheism
…none of these can be observed, measured,
and repeated (using the scientific method).
Image Source: Phillip Martin

Assessing the Evidence
All five of these require some level of faith
based on the available facts and evidence.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cause of life & universe
God & miracles
Historical events
Darwinian evolution (macro)
Belief systems, including Atheism

We must follow the evidence to its
most logical conclusion. 100% proof is impossible.
Image Source: eagnews.org

Darwin’s “The Origin of Species”
“The fact of evolution is the backbone of
biology…Biology is thus in the peculiar
position of being a science founded on an
unproven theory – is it then a science, or
a faith?”…belief in the theory of evolution
is exactly parallel to the belief in special
creation. Both evolution and special
creation are incapable of being proven.”
Dr. Harrison Matthews – 1971 Foreword to Darwin’s book,
“On the Origin of Species”

Image Source: amazon.com

We must follow the scientific evidence to its logical conclusion.

Image Source: Answers in Genesis

2 Worldviews in Conflict
Darwinian Evolution

Bible

The universe exploded
into existence out of
nothing.

In the beginning
God created…

Life evolved from a pool
of chemicals by natural
processes.

God created all
life…

Different life forms evolved
from a common ancestor
over millions of years.

God created all life
after each kind.
Mike Riddell, Answers in Genesis

The Big Bang or Biblical Creation?
Theory: 13-15 billion years ago a big bang explosion occurred,
creating the universe. The universe began as an infinitely dense,
hot fireball and a scrambling of space, time, and matter.
1. If nothing existed prior to the Big
Bang, how could nothing create
everything on its own? IMPOSSIBLE
2. Where today do we see a massive
explosion bring complexity, order,
design, and life? IMPOSSIBLE

Image Sources: Creation Revolution; YouTube

Questions for Darwinian Evolutionists

Great claims
require REAL
evidence.
- Where are the transitional
fossils leading up to the
dinosaurs?
- Where are the millions of
transitional fossils between
the Precambrian and
Cambrian time periods?
Image Source: nwcreation.net

Questions for Darwinian Evolutionists
Evolutionists
conveniently assume,
but can’t explain,
how the first single
living cell originated.

Great claims
require REAL
evidence.
- Where did the first living
cell come from?
Image Source: nwcreation.net

The Fossil Record Argues Against Evolution
Less Complex
To More Complex?
NO

What the fossil record
actually reveals is a
sudden appearance of
complex creatures with
no transitions - just as the
Bible clearly describes.
The entire foundation for the
Darwinian evolutionary model IS MISSING.
Image Source: Tumblr.com

Mike Riddell, Answers in Genesis

Micro-Evolution

IS NOT

“Variations or Changes
in Genes Within the
Same Kind”

Macro-Evolution

“One Kind Changes into a New
Kind, Which Requires a Gain in
Beneficial Genetic Information”

Image source: Oracle ThinkQuest
Image source: Pro Dog Grooming Supplies

Biblical / Scientific Fact

Zero Evidence

Important: Mutations result in a loss of genetic information. Natural selection is God’s quality control
measure within a kind where pre-existing information is selected. Mutations and natural selection do
not create new, beneficial genetic information – they actually prevent macro-evolution from taking place.

A Barrier to Evolution
Darwin experimented with birds, and
lots of scientists today have spent
decades doing observational science
by breeding fruit flies, and other kinds
of animals. Yet all the results have
shown that it is not possible to break
the DNA Code Barrier and create a new
kind of animal.
After breading fruit flies for 100+ years:
Some get larger,
Some get smaller,
For two excellent articles explaining why macroSome get weaker,
evolution is impossible, please visit:
Some get stronger,
• https://sixdays.org/DNA-Code-Barrier
Some change color,
• https://www.icr.org/article/barrier-evolution
But all are still fruit flies.
Text Source: sixdays.org

Image Source: icr.org

Let’s Compare the Scientific Evidence
Micro-Evolution (Adaptation / Change)

Macro-Evolution (Darwinism)

Changes in kinds

Changes from one kind to another

Change within one kind of bird

Change from reptile to bird

Consistent with DNA code barrier

Breaks DNA code barrier

Possible to occur

Impossible to occur

Many fossils to support

No fossil support

Does occur today

Does not occur today

Can be observed

Cannot be observed

Scientific

Source: Norman Geisler and Joseph Holden
Unscientific

What Darwin witnessed from the Galápagos Island finches (which led to his book, “Origin of
Species”) was micro-evolution. Observable variations existed within the various finches, but
they were still finches. There was zero evidence that these finches ever evolved from or to a
non-finch. Science has shown that it’s impossible to break the DNA code barrier and create a
new kind of animal. Darwin made a correct observation (micro-evolution) but an erroneous
conclusion (that micro evolution turns to macro-evolution over long periods of time).

DNA Code Barrier + Gene Depletion + Natural Selection
make Darwinian evolution impossible.
Source: Russ Miller

The Irony of Evolution
• The Second Law of Thermodynamics, which is a proven
scientific law, states the following: over time, established
order, complexity, and the structures housing information will
decay. We see this in every area of daily life.
• However, evolution postulates just the opposite - an increase
in order and complexity over time with regard to the
formation of stars, groupings of stars into galaxies, solar
systems, planets, first life, advanced life, and the human brain.
• Macro-evolution is forced upon us as a proven scientific fact,
when in reality, it directly opposes to the most proven law of
science!
In order for Macro-Evolution to be true, one of the
most recognized laws of science would be repeatedly
and continuously violated on a grand scale!
Source: njbiblescience.org

Did Dinosaurs Evolve?
Most people ask, “What happened to the
dinosaurs?” The real question should be,
“Where did the dinosaurs come from?”
That simple question has been the subject
of intense debate among scientists for
over 150 years…”

If Darwinian evolution is a scientific
fact, why the intense debate?
The Natural History Museum Book of Dinosaurs, 1998, p. 12.

Where Did Dinosaurs Come From?

Where are the transitional fossils
leading up to the dinosaurs?

They don’t exist…
Image Source: chinadiscover.net

Evolution and Critical Thinking
How could a small reptile evolve
into a large dinosaur?
• Shouldn’t there be thousands (if not millions) of
intermediate fossils?
• Why don’t we see these intermediate dinosaur
fossils in museums?

Great claims require REAL evidence.
Darwinian evolution can’t be defended scientifically
or morally. There’s no supporting evidence. It’s a
philosophical belief system that requires blind faith.
Partial Text Source: Mike Riddell, Answers in Genesis

Origins - FAQ #1
Q: How did the Earth get water - the necessary
ingredient for life?
A: Experts believe asteroids or comets delivered
water to Earth billions of years ago.
1. Can this be verified using the scientific method
(observed, repeated & measured)? No…
2. This is blind faith, not a scientific fact.
3. Where did the asteroids, comets, and Earth come
from? Naturalism has no answers - only guesses.
Source: Discovery.com

Origins - FAQ #2
Q: How was the first-ever cell created (life)?
A:

Lightning struck water; its billions of volts of electricity
causing chemical atoms to join up in a sequence to create a
bundle of genetic material. On their own, the genes wouldn't
have been able to survive in the hostile world of protean Earth,
but a blob of oily material could have engulfed a single genetic
chain, creating the first-ever cell.

1. Can this be verified using the scientific method
(observed, repeated & measured)? No…
2. “Could have” is blind faith & speculation, not fact.
3. This is a scientific fact: non-life NEVER produces life.
Source: Discovery.com

Origins - FAQ #3
Q: How did we survive the (supposed) meteor strike
65 million years ago that killed the dinosaurs?

A:

As a small rat-like mammal, we were able to dig to protect ourselves. Dinosaurs,
meanwhile, were big creatures with enormous food needs. A world blotted out in ashen
skies could not support them. Their dying carcasses fed bug populations, which, in turn,
fed our rat-selves. Sixty-four million years ago, we became our bug-eating ancestor
Purgatorius – standing just 6 inches long – the unlikely inheritors of the dinosaurs’
crown. Mammals became the dominant animal species on land.

1.
2.
3.
4.

First, does this even make logical sense? No…
Did these rats have a “meteor warning system”?
Rat-like mammals? What’s the evidence? There is none.
These are nothing more than wild ideas that have no
supporting scientific evidence whatsoever (blind faith).
Source: Discovery.com

The Evolutionary Theory for No Evidence
Punctuated Equilibrium is…
The scientific hypothesis that the missing fossil
evidence for evolution is a result of evolutionary
development marked by episodes of rapid speciation
between long periods of little or no change (stasis).
Question: If Macro Evolution is a
“scientific fact”, and science is defined
as knowledge derived from the study of
evidence, why is a theory needed to
explain why evolution has no evidence?
Image source: freepik.com

Macro Evolution - More Proven Lies

Image source:
Jack Chick Publications

Where Does the Evidence Really Point?
Article: Why evolution (and atheism) are
mathematically impossible:

Download Article: http://tiny.cc/truescience
Source: Pravada.ru

The Creation Order
Bible Claims

Evolution Claims

Earth first, then stars

Stars first, then earth

Birds, reptiles

Reptiles, birds

Earth started as water

Earth started as molten mass

Land plants, then sun

Sun, then land plants

Man before death

Death before man

Can be observed

Cannot be observed

Scientific

Unscientific

As you can see by the created order of events, the Bible
and evolution oppose each other. Why does this matter?

Either God exists and created us for a purpose,
or there is no creator (and no purpose to life).
The evidence is overwhelming: God exists
Source: Mike Riddle

What About Carbon Dating?
Using carbon dating, doesn’t science prove the earth is millions
of years old, thus supporting the evolutionary model while
refuting the biblical account of creation and a young earth?

Let’s look at how
Mount St Helens
reveals fatal
radioactive
dating flaws…
Source: Creation.com

Lessons from Mount St. Helens - 1980
All carbon dating methods are based on assumptions, but yet they’re used as the
primary propaganda tool behind the assertion that the age of the earth and
universe are millions and billions of years old. The old ages are REQUIRED in order
for evolution and “old earth” philosophies to be true.
Thankfully, the eruption of Mount St Helens provided a unique opportunity to test
the validity of carbon dating methods because we knew the actual time that the
new volcanic rock formed, giving us a known age of less than 10 years.

After preparing a collection of different sub-samples, geologist Dr. Steve Austin
sent these rocks to a reputable commercial laboratory to make measurements
suitable for the potassium-argon method of ‘dating’.
When the results came back from the lab, the calculated ages of the rock ranged
from 350,000 years to 2,800,000 years, even though it was known that the rock
Source: Creation.com
had formed just 10 years before.

The evidence is self-evident:
Carbon Dating is flawed and unreliable.

Origin of Life, Humans & Animals
10 times in Genesis: “created after it’s kind”.
“…And that is what happened. 25 God made all
sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small
animals, each able to produce offspring of the
same kind. And God saw that it was good.”
Genesis 1:24-25

The Bible (not Darwinian evolution)
is perfectly consistent with the
observable scientific evidence.
Image source: carm.org

3 Critical Scientific Laws
#1 - Life only comes from existing life (Law of Biogenesis).
✓ Life cannot originate on its own from natural processes. It’s impossible.

#2 - Something material cannot create something non-material.
✓ Materialism and natural processes can’t create immaterial entities.

#3 - Information, thoughts, logic, conscience, and morality are just
several examples of immaterial entities that exist.

✓ They have no mass, which means they are immaterial.
✓ Since information is immaterial, it can’t originate from natural or material
processes.
✓ In other words, information must come from a supernatural source.

Let’s follow the collective evidence
to it’s most logical conclusion
Source: Mike Riddle

What Can We Conclude?

• Science has never observed macro-evolution happening (past or present).
• The foundation for Darwinian evolution is materialism, naturalism, and

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

random, chance processes. None of these can produce a non-material entity
like information.
For Darwinian evolution to be true, an increase in beneficial genetic
information is required in order for one kind to change into a new, more
complex kind.
The DNA Code Barrier + Gene Depletion + Natural Selection make Darwinian
evolution impossible.
DNA is the genetic software system that’s required for life to exist. Each DNA
molecule contains billions of pieces of coded information (i.e. blueprints).
Information for how to build, operate, and repair life is coded in DNA.
Since information is immaterial and represents specified instructions, it can’t
result from materialism or naturalistic processes (which are random and based on chance).
By definition, the information in DNA must come from a supernatural mind.
Materialism claims that only matter and energy exist, and that the universe
and everything in it (including life) was created by natural processes. This is
impossible based on the observable scientific evidence.
These logical conclusions destroy naturalistic and materialistic claims for the
origin of life, and prove with certainty that the philosophy of materialism and
naturalism are false, including Darwinian evolution.

Source: Mike Riddle

Haven’t science and evolution disproved God and the Bible?
1. Science involves the search for knowledge based on interpreting available evidence.
2. No proven scientific fact (using experiments that are observable, measurable, and

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.

12.

repeatable) has ever contradicted the Bible. Christians embrace and value science.
Non-life never produces life, not even by adding time and chance.
DNA and the living cell are so complex (irreducible complexity) that it’s impossible for
them to have formed and evolved on their own.
Micro-evolution (adaptation) is a proven scientific fact.
Macro-evolution (Darwin) is not science. It is a philosophical / religious belief system.
Evolutionists and secular humanists often try to blur those two lines, but they are
fundamentally distinct.
Mutations and natural selection are simply quality control measures for a gene pool.
They will NEVER create change where one “kind” (e.g. dog) becomes a new “kind”
(e.g. cat) where an addition or increase in beneficial, genetic information is required.
‘Molecules-to-man’ (Darwinian) evolution is a belief system, not a scientific fact.
Darwinian evolution depicts an “upward” complexity change in the universe, but the
scientific evidence shows a “downward” progression (1st / 2nd Laws of Thermodynamics).
Science can only measure the natural / material world, not the supernatural world
(including miracles), or historical events (including those found in the Bible, or those
relating to the origin of life and the universe).
Science and history affirm the Bible, including the greatest miracle of all:
The universe had a beginning, and was created out of nothing (by a creator).

Haven’t science and evolution disproved God and the Bible?
13. The scientific evidence most logically points to the existence of God, not away.

Creation:

Time, space, matter & energy came into existence
out of nothing. Creation requires a Creator.
Design:
The complexities found in life (cell), the universe,
and the laws of nature require a designer.
Morality:
We all know right from wrong. A moral law exists.
Miracles:
Creation, resurrection of Jesus, etc. There is
evidence in science and history to verify these.
Immaterial: Logic, reason, mind, will, emotions, conscience,
personality, information, etc.
What’s more logical: God created everything,
or nothing created itself and then evolved?

Evidence of God
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creation (Beginning)
Follow the Evidence
Design (Universe & Life)
to it’s Most
Miracles (Historical Evidence)
Logical Conclusion
Objective Moral Law
Immaterial: Logic, Mind, Will, Emotions, Information
Bible, God’s Word (Internal & External Evidence)
Jesus, God in Human Form (Historical Evidence)
Other Laws: Nature, Physics, Science, Math
Archaeology
Every Law Requires a Law-Giver
History
Science
God’s uniformity in nature,
and His laws of logic, are
what allow science to exist.

Apologetics 101
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Does spiritual truth exist?
Does God exist?
Is the Bible God’s only true Word?
Is Jesus, God? Why is He the only way to heaven?
Common objections to Christianity (and answers).
How to live with true meaning & purpose.

Image Source: tayaradio.com

Living Life With an Eternal Purpose
1.
2.
3.
4.

What’s the purpose of life?
How to get to Heaven … according to the Bible.
How to grow as a Christian.
How to make disciples (followers of Jesus).

Image Source: Screenwerk

What’s the Purpose of Life?

You can click on the link
below and listen to the
following time markers:
39:40 to 45:15
http://tiny.cc/top10nt
Image Sources: http://technumo.blogspot.com

Video: 11/27/11, Saddleback Church - Lake Forest, CA

Living Life With an Eternal Purpose
1.
2.
3.
4.

What’s the purpose of life?
How to get to Heaven … according to the Bible.
How to grow as a Christian.
How to make disciples (followers of Jesus).

Image Source: Screenwerk

How Do We Get to Heaven?
Getting to heaven has nothing to do with…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Being a good person.
Being sorry for your sins.
Believing in God.
Committing to sin less, stop sinning, or do better.
Getting baptized.
Giving money to the church or the poor.
Going to church.
Growing up in a Christian family (or country).
Joining a religion or a church.
Obeying God / God’s commandments.
Hell is not for bad people and heaven is not for good people.

…to enter heaven, we not only need to be
100% perfect, but we also need “new life”.

Jesus Is Our Only Hope for Heaven
We are born (physically) into trouble (spiritually D-E-A-D).
➢ We are sinners by birth, nature, and choice.
➢ Religion or good works can’t remove sin’s penalty, or provide new life.
➢ We can’t fix our sin problem. (we’re helpless and lost).
➢ Our sins separate us eternally from God (we deserve hell). But…
➢ Jesus: Born of a virgin; lived a perfect life; died in our place;
rose again - proving He is God. He paid our sin debt + defeated death.
➢ He offers: 100% forgiveness of sins & the free gift of eternal life.
➢ Jesus’ death on the cross perfectly satisfied God’s justice.
➢ When we believe in Jesus’ resurrection & receive Him personally,
we are ‘born again’ - this time spiritually (we receive eternal life).
➢ We become a new creation in Christ - we are perfect in God’s eyes.
➢ Salvation takes place when we (1) ‘repent’ = we change our mind
about our sin & who Jesus is (He is God & the only way to heaven),
and (2) we ‘turn from our unbelief’ by trusting Jesus Christ alone
to save us. For a simple overview, visit: http://tiny.cc/trustjesus
➢

A Closer Look at Repentance
• Biblical repentance as it relates to salvation is:
- NOT a willingness to turn from sin - we’re sinners by birth, nature & choice.
- NOT the act of turning from our sins. We need ‘new life’ (born again).
- NOT doing good works or obeying God. Our efforts can’t remove sin.
• Biblical repentance is a ‘change of mind’ where we agree with God about:
- Our deadly sin problem - acknowledging our inability to fix our problem.
- Our recognition that Jesus is God, and the only way to heaven.
- Our desperate need to trust Jesus alone for salvation & eternal life.
- We move from our ways and ideas of salvation over to God’s (one) way.
• Salvation results when we ‘turn from our unbelief in Jesus’ in order to be
saved from our sins by receiving ‘new life in Christ’. (John 16:8-9, 2 Cor. 5:21)
• Salvation is not the result of what we do, but rather, it’s the result of
receiving by faith (trusting) what Jesus has done for us. (Titus 3:33-7)
• It’s not us giving our life to Jesus; it’s Jesus giving his life to us.
• Salvation is turning from self-righteousness to Jesus’ righteousness.
• Obedience and good works are never the means by which we acquire or
keep salvation. They are a result & evidence of salvation. (Gal. 5, Luke 3)

Salvation: Important Scripture References

• God is perfect - we are not. This creates a separation. (Romans 3:23)
• God demands 100% perfection for us to enter heaven. (Matthew 5:48)
• This perfection can only come from trusting in Jesus - His perfect life, His
substitutionary death as payment for our sins, and His resurrection.
• Jesus is our only hope for eternal life / heaven. (Romans 4:5, Rom 6:23, John 14)
• Salvation is made available to everyone. (John 3:16, 2 Peter 3:9, Romans 10)
• We must be born again - spiritually. (John 1:12-13, John 3:3, Titus 3:3-7, 2 Cor 5:17)
• To be born again (receive eternal life), we must repent (change our
mind) about our sins, and about who Jesus is (God)… (Mark 1:15)
• We then need to turn from our unbelief by trusting (believing) in Jesus
and His perfect righteousness as our only hope. (John 16:8-9, Romans 3:22)
• God will “impute” (credit) Jesus’ righteousness as our own. (2 Cor. 5:21)
• God sees our new life as perfect for eternity - we are ‘in Christ’. (2 Cor. 5:17)
• Good works are never the cause of our salvation. (Ephesians 2:8-10)
• Once you trust Jesus, you can never lose your salvation. (Eph 4:30)
• Now that you’re saved, God desires that you love Him by allowing Him
to direct and power your life. He also desires that you join Him in
helping to make other disciples (followers) of Jesus Christ. (Mat 28:18-20)

Common Questions
If I’m a Christian, can I lose my salvation?
NO.
Why: http://tiny.cc/eternalsecurity

Do I need to be baptized in order to be saved?
NO.
Why: http://tiny.cc/baptism101

Source: www.makinglifecount.net

Overview - God’s Plan for Your Salvation
Step 1: God’s Responsibility
Convicts you of sin (makes you aware of your hopeless condition).
Step 2: Your Responsibility
Believe - trust in Jesus (who is God) for eternal life.
(John 16:8-9 & Rom 6:23)

Steps 3-5: God’s Responsibility
Justification: Saves you from the penalty of sin. (Hell)
Sanctification: Saves you from the power of sin. (Holy)
Glorification: Saves you from the presence of sin. (Heaven)

Salvation begins and ends with God.
Our only role is to believe (trust) in Jesus.

Salvation - Part 1 of 3: Justification
God Justifies Us
(Declared Not Guilty)

One-Time Event: New Life
- Relationship established.
- We get God’s perfection.
- We’re a new spiritual creation.
- We’re guaranteed heaven.
- We’re 100% righteous forever.

God Sanctifies Us
(Holy: Set Apart)

Live & Love as God Designed Us
- God leads and directs our life.
- God molds us into image of Jesus.
- God lives in us and through us.
- God made us righteous: we live it.
- God powered, not self-powered.

At salvation, we become 100% perfect …
because of what Jesus has done for us.

Our own efforts (other than believing)
have no impact on the salvation process.
Image Sources: ubdavid.org; Goodness of God Ministries

Religion vs. Jesus
Religion wants you to work for salvation, but that’s not
what the Bible teaches. Salvation is a gift of grace from
God. It’s not something you can earn or purchase. The
purchase was done by Christ on the cross and is now
offered freely to you. Some people (because of pride),
never accept God’s free gift. Please don’t try to earn
something that God says is impossible to earn.

Image source: louxfamilyblog.com

Text source: whatchristianswanttoknow.com

Isaiah 53:5 (NLT)
5 But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are
healed.

Image Source: Where Grace Super Abounds

Personalize This Verse
Titus 3:3-7 (Adapted from NLT)
3 Once I, too, was foolish and disobedient. I was misled
and became slaves to many lusts and pleasures. My life
was full of evil and envy, and I hated others. (Bad News)
4

But when God our Savior revealed His kindness and
love, 5 He saved me, not because of the righteous things
I had done, but because of His mercy. He washed away
my sins, giving me a new birth and new life through the
Holy Spirit. 6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon
me through Jesus Christ our Savior. 7 Because of His
grace he declared me righteous and gave me confidence
that I will inherit eternal life.” (Good News = “Gospel”)

Sharing Jesus: One Message, Many Methods

The methods can vary, but the message is the same…

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
Image Sources: Holy is the Lamb, Cross Cards, Navigators

God is perfect. We are not.
Sin nature = we’re helpless & lost.
We deserve eternal death.
Repentance = change of mind:
…about sin & God’s way of salvation:
Trust Jesus alone (reasoned faith).
We become “born again” (spiritually).
Salvation = 100% forgiven + eternal life
KEY: Jesus is the only way to heaven.

How to Know God: 3 Simple Tools
In order to share Jesus (God) with others, we need to feel
comfortable, and be biblically accurate in what we convey.
Below are three (3) simple tools that accurately convey the
same biblical truth: How to Know God
Simply pick the tool you feel most comfortable using,
then rely on God as He uses you to “Go Make Disciples”.
(Matthew 28:18-20):
1. http://tiny.cc/bornfree
2. http://tiny.cc/trustjesus
3. http://tiny.cc/howtoknowgod

Regardless of the method…
We need to possess the heart,
and the “spiritual eyes” of Jesus,
so we can share His message.
Click to watch video: http://tiny.cc/brandonheath

Source: YouTube.com

Romans 10:14 “But how can they call on Him
to save them unless they believe in Him? And
how can they believe in Him if they have never
heard about Him? And how can they hear
about Him unless someone tells them?” (NLT)
Image Source: freeworldmaps.net

Living Life With an Eternal Purpose
1.
2.
3.
4.

What’s the purpose of life?
How to get to Heaven … according to the Bible.
How to grow as a Christian.
How to make disciples (followers of Jesus).

Image Source: Screenwerk

Salvation - Part 2 of 3: Sanctification
God Justifies Us
(Declared Not Guilty)

One-Time Event: New Life
- Relationship established.
- We get God’s perfection.
- We’re a new spiritual creation.
- We’re guaranteed heaven.
- We’re 100% righteous forever.

God Sanctifies Us
(Holy: Set Apart)

Live & Love as God Designed Us
- God leads and directs our life.
- God molds us into image of Jesus.
- God lives in us and through us.
- God made us righteous: we live it.
- God powered, not self-powered.

As a Christian, You Consist of 3 Parts:

At physical conception (and prior to salvation), we are
spiritually dead. When God saves us (justification), we
get become ‘born again’ - we receive new spiritual life.
Our new spirit is the part of our being that can now relate
to God. God wants to grow us and mature us so He can
use us to reach others. God makes us Holy and has set us
apart for His purpose and use. This is sanctification.
Image Source: the310course.com

Justification vs. Sanctification
Justification (Not Guilty)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

God declares you not guilty.
God declares you righteous.
Result of Jesus dying for you.
You become a believer.
God gives you spiritual life.
You trust (believe) in Jesus.
You receive God’s free gift.
God’s sin payment is perfect.
Relationship established.
God forgave past & future sins.

Sanctification (Set Apart - Holy)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You can live free of condemnation.
You’re seen by God as 100% perfect.
Result of Jesus living through you.
You become a learner (student).
God directs & powers your life.
You are trained by Jesus.
Receive God’s instruction (Bible).
Our thoughts / actions aren’t perfect.
Relationship grows & deepens.
God loves us unconditionally.

Biblical justification always produces sanctification.
Both are the work of God. Our obedience never
produces, adds to, or keeps either. God loves you
unconditionally apart from your performance.
Source: Adapted from Middletown Bible Church

Jesus Wants to Lead Every Area of Your Life

Image Source: crossroads.org

Growing As a Christian
How do we grow? By Trusting God: Prayer, God’s Word, God’s Spirit
How do we love God? John 15:5 - abide in Christ and allow Him
to lead every area of your life:
• Marriage / Dating
• Parenting / Family
• Finances
• Work
• Relationships
• Leisure time

• Health
• Church / Ministry
• Loving others more than myself
• Spiritual disciplines / Evangelism
• Tongue / Speech / Attitude
• Emotions / Anger / Temper

When we love Jesus (God), obedience is a natural
response. We don’t obey to prove our love to God.
We obey because God lives in us and through us. Our
obedience is always God-powered, not self-powered.

Clearing Up Confusion
John 14:15 (NLT)
Jesus said: 15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commands.
What are Jesus’ commands?
…to love God and one another. (Luke 10:27 & John 13:34-35)
Sadly, many Christians see this verse as a “TEST” verse. They
think God is asking them to “prove” their love for Him by
following a daily list of “do’s & don’ts”. This leads to BONDAGE
and LEGALISM - the exact things from which Jesus wants to
deliver / set you free. This is not the life God intends for you.
This verse is actually a “HOW-TO” verse. It teaches us how to
live the Christian life - by LOVING God and ABIDING in Christ. As
we do, we’ll naturally obey God because we’re allowing Him to
live (and love) through us. Let the Truth (JESUS) set you free!

What is Biblical Faith?
Biblical faith is believing the Word of God
and acting upon it, no matter how you feel,
knowing that God promises a good result either in this life, or eternity.

The Power of the Bible
J. I. Packer…
“If I were the devil, one of my first
aims would be to stop folks from
digging into the Bible.”

Image Source: jipackeronline.com

The Importance of the Bible
Billy Graham was once asked…
“If you had to live your life over again,
what would you do differently?”
Graham replied…
“One of my great regrets is that I have not
studied enough. I wish I had studied more and
preached less. People have pressured me into
speaking to groups, when I should have been
studying and preparing.”
Image Source: http://www.billygraham.org
Quote Source: http://www.preceptaustin.org

The Importance of the Bible
President Teddy Roosevelt…
"A thorough knowledge of the
Bible is worth more than a
college education."

Image Source: theodoreroosevelt.org

The Bible Answers 6 Great Life Questions
-

Identity:
Origin:
Meaning:
Morality:
Destiny:
Purpose:

Who am I?
Where did I come from?
Why am I here?
How should I live?
Where am I going?
What should I do with my life?

Image Source: Raise 5

Which Bible Translation is Best?
Dynamic
Equivalent

Image Source: cbd.com

Not
recommended
for study
purposes

The best translation? Whichever one of the green
gets you INTO the Word of God most consistently.
We suggest: NASB - ESV - NKJV - HCSB - NLT.
Also see, “How to Select a Study Bible”: http://tiny.cc/mystudybible

Source: navigators.org

God’s Primary Source of Speaking To You
God Speaks
Through His Word (Bible)
Directly to You

Opinions, advice and
thoughts (both ours,
and from other people)
should ALWAYS align
with what God clearly
states in Scripture.

Now You’re Equipped
to Study Other Resources
Source: preceptaustin.org

How to (Correctly) Interpret the Bible
1. Observation: What does the text say?
- Old or New Covenant? To whom was it written? Why?
- What is the main subject, topic, or lesson?
- Facts & Info: who, what, when, where, why & how?

2. Interpretation: What is God’s intended meaning / truth?
- Context is critical: word ➔ verse ➔ chapter ➔ book ➔ Bible
- Words can have different meanings based on context.
- Should I interpret the text literally or figuratively?
- Is it prescriptive (for me to do) or descriptive (for me to know)?
- What am I taught about Jesus (God)? …about myself?

3. Application: Trust God in all areas of my life…
- Thinking, actions, character, priorities, relationships & finances.
- Sharing Jesus: reach, teach, and minister to people.
- Law of Love: How can I love God and other people today?
Many ways to apply Scripture, but only ONE MEANING.

Bible 101 - Helpful Overview (FREE)
A foundational understanding of the Bible is
absolutely critical.
This free book is one of the best at providing you
with an ACCURATE overview of God's Word using a
step-by-step approach that's simple and easy to
understand.
Loaded with helpful illustrations, you'll discover:

•
•
•
•
•

How to properly understand the Bible.
How to know God personally.
How to get to heaven (the only way).
How to experience ‘new life’ for eternity.
How to live with true meaning and purpose.

Click for free eBook (PDF): http://tiny.cc/bible101
Image Sources: amazon.com

Books of the Bible - Summary
• Author
• Date of Writing
• Purpose
• Key Verses
• Brief Summary
• Relation to Rest of Bible
• Practical Application

Quick Overview of Every Book in the Bible:
http://tiny.cc/context
Image Source: gotquestions.org

Living Life With an Eternal Purpose
1.
2.
3.
4.

What’s the purpose of life?
How to get to Heaven … according to the Bible.
How to grow as a Christian.
How to make disciples (followers of Jesus).

Image Source: Screenwerk

Alarming Survey
•
•
•
•

80% U.S. Christian pastors suffer from depression.
81% say they have insufficient time for their spouse.
What’s the root of the problem?
Far too many believers expect the pastor to do the
work that God has called you and I to do.
• Believers are failing to make and reproduce
Biblical disciples.

Statistics Source: George Barna / Frank Viola: “Pagan Christianity”
Image Source: Jim Martin

Why Are We Struggling?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

We are not being obedient to what God asks of us.
Busy doing “good” things, but not God’s way.
We invite people to church, Sun School, or events…
…yet we fail to bring them to Jesus.
Spiritual apathy = it’s not important to me.
Focused on curriculum vs. relationship with God.
We sometimes think, “That’s the job of the pastor.”
I’m not sure “how” to make disciples.
We are trying to do God’s work in our own power.

Let’s refocus our efforts…
Image Source: Grace Communion

How do we make disciples? (Mat 28:18-20)

Image Source: Pearson Global Schools

How Not to Make Disciples…
Click to watch video: http://tiny.cc/hownot

Source: YouTube.com

Making Disciples
Once someone receives Jesus, it’s our responsibility to
help teach them how to grow as a Christian:

•
•
•
•
•

Trust God daily / abide in Christ.
Read and apply the Bible.
Pray
Support, encourage, and love others.
Rely on God to use you to make disciples of others.
The Bible and the Holy Spirit are crucial because
they teach us how live the Christian life, and they
provide the power to become a disciple of Jesus.
Image Source: 123rf.com

Why Should We Learn God’s Word?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Teaches us how to obtain eternal life. (John 3:16)
The Bible is our training manual. (2 Tim 3:16)
Equips us to love God and love people. (Application)
To know God more closely & personally. (Fellowship)
To help teach God’s Word to others. (Matt 18:16-20)

“The best way to learn
the Word of God is to
teach it to others.”
- David Platt

Listen for Free: http://tiny.cc/secretchurch
Image Source: parable.com

Why Should We Learn God’s Word?
1. Know God more personally - points us to Jesus.
2. Know what God wants for our life (application).
3. Help teach God’s Word to others. (Matt 18:16-20)
“The best way to learn the
Word of God is to teach it
to others.” - David Platt

Image Source: http://www.thomrainer.com

Jesus’
model for
discipleship.
What are some reasons
that keep us from
using Jesus’ approach
to discipleship?
This model…
- Is not sustainable.
- Has salvation as end goal.
- Lacks discipleship.
- No spiritual development.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Too much work
Busy schedule
Other responsibilities
Not a priority
Don’t care enough
Pastor’s / church’s job
Not sure how
Image Sources: navigators.org

Info & Free Download:
http://tiny.cc/bibleimpactgroups
Accelerated transformation happens best
in 3-person, reproducible, discipleship
groups. They create a hot-house for
spiritual growth because they’re built on:
➢ Transparent trust.
➢ Truth of God’s Word.
➢ Mutual support & encouragement.
Bible tools will not change your life. Only God’s Spirit
+ God’s Word can provide the power to change lives.
However, tools like Bible Impact Groups can provide
the focus and environment for accelerated growth.

This tool equips and teaches you how to:
• Get right with God (forever).
• Grow together using God’s power.
• Reproduce spiritually (make disciples).
3 simple (but focused) tasks:
1. Daily Bible reading & application.
2. Personal responsibility questions.
3. Reach those who need Jesus.
•
•
•
•
•

No group leader. (God leads)
No workbook or curriculum. (God’s Word)
No prior Bible knowledge needed.
God naturally reproduces growing disciples.
Simple, powerful, and life-changing.

God’s Spirit + God’s Word + God’s People =
accelerated Christian growth (changed lives).

James 5:16 - We Need One Another

We can’t live the Christian life alone.
Image Source: http://blueprint4men.blogspot.com

Why are Bible Impact Groups so effective?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Biblical, simple, and easy to reproduce.
No leader needed - God leads & provides the power.
Non-threatening … you can invite anyone.
Groups of 3 remove the teacher-student mentality.
Brings people to Jesus first … then to church.
Equips Christians to do the work that God desires.
Enables you to share life, not just information.
Complements existing church ministries.
Grows people using God’s Word & God’s Spirit.
We become the church (vs. just “going” to church).
Info & Free Download:
http://tiny.cc/bibleimpactgroups

Don’t Just Go to Church
…be the church
Click to watch video: http://tiny.cc/bethechurch

Source: YouTube

What’s Required of You?
4 simple things…
1. Possess a heart for God.
2. Be available to be used by God.
3. Care about God & others more than yourself.
If you’re struggling with #’s 1-3 above, then…
4. Be willing to let God change you & use you.

Image Source: Flickr

- Know Jesus personally.
- Learn from Jesus.
- Allow Jesus to live
through you.
- Lead others to Jesus.

Free Download:
http://tiny.cc/wheel

Discipleship
Wheel

God Desires That We Go Make Disciples
“Information”

“Instruction”

“Love”

Click for free training resources:
http://tiny.cc/whytrustjesus
Image Sources: Amazon.com; A Place to Meet God

Eternal Life Begins Immediately
The moment that you trust Jesus Christ for salvation and receive His
free gift of eternal life, two things happen instantly:

1. You become saved from God’s eternal punishment & separation.
2. You are born again (spiritually). This is know as “regeneration”.
In other words, you now have spiritual life for the first time. The
Bible describes this as ‘new life in Christ’. As a result, God can
now live in you, and through you, because of your perfect
spiritual nature ‘in Christ’. God desires to change your life in
powerful ways, and to use you to teach others about Jesus.
Sadly, many Christians fail to discover the power behind #2 because
they spend their life “working for God’s love and acceptance”.
Learn how to live the Christian life as God intends - by His power:
http://tiny.cc/bobgeorge --- http://tiny.cc/paulellis --- http://tiny.cc/makinglifecount

Eternal Life Begins Immediately
Any of the books below are excellent (and biblically accurate) in
helping you to understand exactly what happens to you when you
become saved - the intersection of God’s love, mercy and grace...

Understanding Law vs. Grace
What exactly is ‘God’s Law?’
Great summary:
http://tiny.cc/lawofgod
Source: www.makinglifecount.net

Download this free chart:
http://tiny.cc/lawgrace
Source: www.whytrustjesus.org

Salvation - Part 3 of 3: Glorification
God Justifies Us
(Declared Not Guilty)
One-Time Event

God Sanctifies Us
(Holy: Set Apart)
Live & Love as God Designed Us

God Glorifies Us
(Removed from Presence of Sin)
Heaven & Eternity

All 3 result from the grace of God.

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all
authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands*
I have given you. And be sure of this:
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
* To love God and one another. (Luke 10:27 & John 13:34-35)
Image Source: Reaching Campus

3 Simple Ways You Can Make an Impact
1. Receive God’s free gift of salvation. God loves you.
2. Ask God to open doors for you to engage people in
spiritual discussions: invite them to a Bible Impact Group.
3. Offer resources that explain why Christianity is true.
Idea: Share this presentation (or a book), with someone
you know who is seeking spiritual truth.

Image sources: Amazon.com

Do You Know Jesus Personally?

Make sure you have this issue settled in your life.
It has eternal implications! http://tiny.cc/bornfree
Source: www.bobgeorge.net

Helpful Resource for New Christians

Free download: http://tiny.cc/beginningsteps
Image Source: NAMB

Following Jesus - Terms, Topics & Mission

Free download: http://tiny.cc/followingjesus

Got Questions? The Bible Has Answers!

Your Bible Questions Answered:
http://tiny.cc/gotquestions
Image Source: gotquestions.org

Free Discipleship Tools

Free downloads: http://tiny.cc/discipleshiptools

Answers for Life’s Hard Questions

Watch the Videos: http://tiny.cc/truelife
Image Source: truelife.org

Appendix A: Free Resources
You can find free Christian discipleship tools and resources by visiting:

http://tiny.cc/whytrustjesus
These tools are provided free of charge. The goal is two-fold:
1. To help you grow closer to Jesus - so you can…
2. Help others get right with God, and grow closer to Jesus.
This is the heartbeat of Christian discipleship and spiritual reproduction.
(Matthew 28:18-20)

Image Source: radical.net

Appendix B: Recommended Resources
Below are the books used to help compile the ideas / information for this presentation.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10 Things You Should Know About the Creation vs. Evolution Debate
Classic Christianity
Classic Christianity in Words and Pictures
Creation and Evolution 101
Disciples are Made Not Born
Evidence for Faith 101
Evidence for the Resurrection
Evidence that Demands a Verdict
Examine the Evidence
Fast Facts on False Teachings
Growing as a Christian 101
I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist
Is God Just a Human Invention?
Jesus Changes Everything
Knowing God 101
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Appendix C: Recommended Websites
Many of the websites below were used to help compile the concepts and info for this presentation.
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https://alwaysbeready.com
https://answersingenesis.org
https://biblehub.com
For a complete list of our
http://biblewebapp.com
recommended links and
https://bobgeorge.net
https://carm.org
free resources, visit:
https://christianministriesintl.org
http://tiny.cc/christianlinks
https://compass.org
https://creationtraining.org
https://crossexamined.org
https://discoveryseries.org/topics/?cat=ten-reasons-to-believe
https://escapetoreality.org
https://goodseed.com
https://gotquestions.org
https://icr.org
https://isgenesishistory.com
https://makinglifecount.net
http://newlifediscipleship.com
https://njbiblescience.org
http://parentcompany.com
https://thebibleproject.com
https://theparentcue.org
https://truelife.org
https://whytrustjesus.org

Why Trust Jesus Ministries
• The information contained in this document is a 6-session church training workshop focused
on Apologetics (defending Christianity using facts and evidence).

• The goal in publishing this information is to give you assurance and confidence in what you
believer, and to equip you to share the good news of Jesus with people you know.
• This tool is ideal for all settings: self-study; 1-on-1; small groups; church classes; workshops.
• It’s also a great resource to review with someone who may have doubts about God or
questions about Christianity and spiritual matters.
• Contrary to the opinions of most people (including mainstream media), there is solid,
verifiable evidence that Jesus is God, and that He is our only way to heaven.

• It’s our prayer that the information contained in this document will help you self-discover
and explain the truths found in the Bible.
• For additional Christian training resources, please visit: http://whytrustjesus.org

• For our statement of faith / beliefs, visit: http://whytrustjesus.org/beliefs.html

Copyright Information
• We want to share the good news of Jesus Christ with as many
people as possible while equipping you to do the same.
• The information contained in this document, and on
whytrustjesus.org, is copyrighted.
• However, reproduction is permitted for non-commercial use only.
• We simply ask that you provide a link back to our website, or
include our website address on any information that you use.
http://whytrustjesus.org
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Connect With Us
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Questions:
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